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FOREWORD 


With this quarter we conclude a six months’ study of 
the Gospel of Luke. Each lesson has been like a window 
through which we have looked into the face of Jesus. The 
lessons will have served their purpose if they have made 


him more real to us. As one of the Golden Texts says, 


Jesus came “to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
Sometimes the “lost” need healing, sometimes sympathy, sometimes rebuke, and 
always love. This entire series of lessons leads us to the cross where, “while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Each week read the story between the lessons, and in this way the lessons in the 


quarter will become a unity. 


Yours very sincerely, 


Hough tion 


The quotations from the American Standard Edition of the Revised Bible, as printed in this Quarterly, are copy: 
righted, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons, and arg used by permission. 
1 


Lesson I | January 7, 1923 
JESUS HEALING ON THE SABBATH 
THE GOLDEN TEXT—“It is lawful to do good on the sabbath day.”—Matt. 12: 12. 
TEXT OF LESSON, Luke 13: 10-17 
For entire lesson, see Luke, ch. 13 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


10 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues 
on the sabbath day. 

11 And behold, a woman that had a spirit of in- 
firmity eighteen years; and she was bowed to- 
gether, and could in no wise lift herself up. 

12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her, and 
said to her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine in- 
firmity., 

13 And he laid his hands upon her: and im- 
mediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 

14 And the ruler of the synagogue, being moved 
with indignation because Jesus had healed on the 
sabbath, answered and said to the multitude, There 
are six days in which men ought to work: in them 
therefore come and be healed, and not on the day 
of the sabbath. 

15 But the Lord answered him, and said, Ye 
hypocrites, doth not cach one of you on the sabbath 
loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him 
away to watering? 

16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter 
of Abraham, whom Satan had bound, lo, these 
eighteen years, to have been loosed from this bond 
on the day of the sabbath? 

17 And as he said these things, all his adversaries 
were put to shame: and all the multitude rejoiced 
for all the glorious things that were done by him. 


The Time—November-December, A.p. 29. 


AUTHORIZED VERSION 


10 And he was teaching in one of the syna- 
gogues on the sabbath. 

11 { And, behold, there was a woman which had 
a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed 
together, and could in no wise lift up herself. 

12 And when Je’sus saw her, he called her to 
him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed 
from thine infirmity. 

13 And he laid his hands on her: and im- 
mediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 

14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with 
indignation, because that Je’sus had healed on the 
sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are 
six days in which men ought to work: in them 
therefore come and be healed, and not on the 
sabbath day. 

15 The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou 
hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath 
loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him 
away to watering? 

16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter 
of A’bra-ham, whom Sa’tan hath bound, lo, these 
eighteen years, be loosed som this bond on the 
sabbath day? 

17 And when he had said fica things, all his ad- 
versaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced 
for all the glorious things that were done by him. 


The Place—Perea. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday; -Jannaty loo; eee ee A Woman Healed on the Sabbath......... ~.- Luke 13! 10-17. 
Tuesday, January: :2 4.) peer ee ee eee A Man Healed on the Sabbath.......:...... Matt. 12: 9-13. 
Wednesday, January Gui es 14) ato eee Sightless Eyes Opened on the Sabbath....... John 9: 1-14. 
Thureday,, Janwary’ 47. Oic tee ee Jesus’ Lord.cisthe sabbaLh.c wee. os sce ae Matt. 12: 1-8. 
Friday, January 52th Sie eee ie The Sabbath for Refreshment.............. Ex. 23: 10-13 
Saturday, January .6 574.5) ep en ee The Sabbath a . Py pes hil26 was elas als, oe on Heb. 4: 4-11. 
Sunday, January (7 m4. ake re een eae Praising: Our; Helper-t20 7. ch a sitns oe ee Ps. 103: 1-8. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


10. Synagogues. Jesus used the Jewish place of 
worship in which to teach. So did the apostles. 

11. Spirit of infirmity. Weakness of the spine, 
supposed to be caused by an evil spirit. 

16. A daughter of Abraham. In contrast to the 
ox or the ass. She was worth more than a 
dumb animal. Satan. The enemy of God. Paul 
called his ‘‘thorn in the flesh’’ a ‘‘messenger of 
Satan.’’ II.Cor, 12; 7, 


THE INFIRM WOMAN 
Luke 13:10, 11 


The woman is nameless. It would be inter esting 
if we knew her name, Perhaps somewhere her name 


is recorded in the New Testament as among the 
followers of Jesus, but we cannot recognize it. 
She had had a sad life. For eighteen long years she 
had been in the grasp of a terrible malady. To-day 
we would probably call it curvature of the spine. 
She was bent almost double and moved about with 
her face to the ground. Perhaps she never had seen 
the face of Jesus. She was a great sufferer but she 
seems to have been a saint. We are told that she 
had come up to the synagogue on the Sabbath to 
worship. That is very interesting. We can see her 
poor, bent figure winding its way up the path lead- 
ing to the place of prayer. Her pain and her bowed 
body did not keep her away from the house of God. 
It may have been her custom to attend the syna- 
gogue every Sabbath, Perhaps it was her only 
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comfort. She little thought that one day in the 
synagogue her prayers would be answered and that 
she would come face to face with the Great 
Physician. But how little we know what may hap- 
pen when we go to church! Charles H. Spurgeon 
went into a little, almost deserted chapel one 
Sunday night, where a very ordinary minister 
was preaching, but that night in that obscure 
chapel, Spurgeon, who was to be the great preacher, 
found Christ. Great things happen in quiet 
churckes, for there God meets his people and lives 
are changed and history made. Suppose this 
woman had absented herself from the service that 
day! She would have missed Jesus. 


THE GREAT PHYSICIAN 
Luke 13: 12, 13 


The woman had not asked Jesus for help. Doubt- 
less she had been much in prayer and Jesus knew 
her history and her faith. But she made no appeal 
to Jesus. She did not seek him. He sought her. 
‘“*He called her.’’ Sometimes Jesus does all the 
seeking. He came to Matthew the publican and 
said, ‘‘ Follow me.’’ Sometimes the sinner seeks 
Jesus. The blind Bartimeus cried after him, 
‘* Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.’’ 
In this case, however, Jesus saw the poor invalid 
woman and called her to him. Sickness and sorrow 
always found in him a glad and quick response. 
‘When he saw the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion.’’ That was his mission in life. 

Jesus said to her, ‘‘ Woman, thou art loosed from 
thine infirmity,’’ and, as he laid his hands on her, 
‘‘she was made straight.’’ Unasked, the great 
gift had been given her and before she could under- 
stand, her bent body straightened up and she was 
face to face with Jesus. What a moment that 
would be for her! She had heard his voice, perhaps 
often, but now she could see him face to face! 

There is nothing in the Bible more wonderful 
than this story. For eighteen years she had been 
forced to look down. Now she looked up and saw 
the faces of her friends, and above all, the face of 
the Master. She who ‘‘could in no wise lift herself 
up’’ now stood straight and strong in the presence 
of her Lord. 

Jesus is the great Lifter of burdens. ‘‘ He only 
can loose us, and his way of doing it is to assure 
us that we are free and to give us power to fling 
_off the oppression in the strength of faith in him.’’ 


THE RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE 
Luke 13: 14 


The stately setting of the synagogue service was 
strangely disturbed that Sabbath Day. Not only 
had Jesus taken peculiar liberties by commanding 
the woman to stand up straight but the woman 
herself broke out in a song of gratitude and ‘‘ glor- 
ified God.’’ Why should she not? She recognized 
that since Satan had bound her, it was God who had 
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set her free. It was a song of love, of happiness, 
of thanksgiving. Perhaps some such words as were 
used by Mary came to her lips, ‘‘My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour.’’ It was a perfectly fitting and 
appropriate song of praise, but the ruler of the 
synagogue was indignant and angry because Jesus 
had healed the woman in the synagogue on the 
Sabbath Day and in an angry voice he addressed 
the congregation. ‘‘There are six days in which 
men ought to work: in them therefore come and 
be healed, and not on the day of the sabbath.’’ 
This ruler of the synagogue, together with the 
leaders of the Jews, had strange ideas of the way 
to keep the Sabbath Day holy. They had made 
many laws for the proper observance of the day, 
most of them very absurd and foolish. ‘‘An ass 
may go out with his pack saddle if it was tied on 
before the Sabbath, but not with a bell or yoke! 
A camel may go out with a halter but not with a 
rag tied to his tail! A string of camels may be 
led if the driver takes all the halters in his hand 
and does not twist them, but they must not be tied 
to one another!’’ These are ridiculous rules and 
Jesus knew that they were foolish. It is not in this 
way that the Sabbath is kept holy. It is not 
sanctified by what we do not do but by what we 
do. The ruler of course, made this an excuse to 
complain to the people, for in his heart he objected 
to the miracle itself and to the fact that it was 
Jesus who had performed the cure. This man had 
no pity for the poor woman and no sympathy for 
the pitying Christ. He was concerned about his 
rules and laws and preferred to see the woman go 
on in her suffering rather than have one of his 
laws broken, 

There are still people in the world like this ruler. 
They are offended when their ideas of propriety 
are shocked, even though some person receives 
thereby a lifelong blessing. God is interested in 
people, not in methods and rules. He will set 
aside any man-made rules in order to save some one 
from sin or from suffering. 


THE ANSWER OF JESUS 
Luke 13: 15, 16 


Jesus could be indignant, too. The ruler of the 
synagogue was indignant because Jesus had healed 
the woman on the Sabbath but Jesus was indignant 
because the ruler loved his forms and his petty 
regulations better than he loved the woman who 


for eighteen years had been a sufferer. Jesus al- 
ways came to the defense of womanhood. He stood 
between a woman and her critics always. He him- 


self took the blow. But Jesus could strike back. 
He could speak great, heroic words. He knew that 
this man was false and untrue. He knew that he 
was caring less about the Sabbath than about the 
effect of the miraculous cure and, in strong coura- 
geous words, both to the ruler and to those who 
stood with him in their criticism, Jesus said: ‘‘ Ye 
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hypocrites, doth not each one of you on the 
sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and 
lead him away to watering? And ought not this 
woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan 
had bound, lo, these eighteen years, to have been 
loosed from this bond on the day of the sabbath?”’ 
They would not hesitate on the Sabbath to ease 
the suffering of a dumb animal, but they objected 
to freeing a ‘‘daughter of Abraham,’’ one of them- 
selves, from her affliction. 

This was always the point of view of Jesus. He 
valued human life above all laws. ‘‘The relief of 
human sorrow is always in season.’’ It is a 
sacred duty which hallows any hour. Indeed, the 
real purpose of the Sabbath is to give an oppor- 
tunity to do good, to lift the burdens of others 
and to make life easier and sweeter for those who 
have known sorrow 
and suffering. It is 
a day not only of 
worship but of 
work. It is a day 
not only of prayer 
but of service. It 
is a day to visit the 
sick, to cheer the 
friendless, to bring 
hope to the hospital, 
and to lift up those 
that are bowed 
down. Let us re- 
member that Jesus 
championed all 
good causes. He 
would not be bound 
by old habits and 
eustoms. Not all 
old things are good. 
Jesus knew that 
these Pharisees dis- 
honored God’s holy 
day, instead of 
honoring it and us- 
ing it for holy pur- 
poses, as he asks. 

Jesus was not afraid to speak out his mind. He 
took his stand where courage was needed even if 
he had to stand alone. His motto was to do good to 
all, in all places, at all times, in all ways. All 
other rules were servants to this supreme rule. 


Ghetela E 
THE OPPOSITION OF THE PHARISEES 


Copyrighted by 


SILENCE AND PRAISE 
Luke 13: 17 


There were two classes in the synagogue and two 


leaders. One leader was the ruler, the other was 
Jesus. The ruler was a stickler for form and 
rules. Jesus had only one purpose and that was to 


heal and help the helpless. The Pharisees and 
scribes and other leaders present would side with 
the ruler. The multitude which made up the 
congregation were in sympathy with Jesus and 
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when he spoke his stinging words which rebuked 
the ruler and his friends, ‘‘all his adversaries were 
put to shame: and all the multitude rejoiced for 
all the glorious things that were done by him.’’ 
Jesus had opposed the works of Satan and made a 
poor woman well and strong, and the people ‘‘re- 
joiced for all the glorious things that were done by 
him.’’ Doubtless these people knew of other cures 
and other miracles which Jesus had performed. 
There are still people in the world who cannot see 
any good in anything unless it is done for them, 
in their way, and by their rules. But the common 
people whose hearts are full of sympathy, rejoice 
in every evidence of kindness and good will. The 
world is still hearing of the ‘‘glorious things’’ 
which Jesus is doing in the world. The story of 
‘‘the healing of the nations’’ is one of the ro- 
maneces of history. 
The leper is begin- 
ning to look 
up and live again. 
The outeastes of 
India are awaken- 
ing to a new hope. 
The multitudes of 
Korea are so drawn 
by the love of Christ 
that they are send- 
ing missionaries 
supported by 
Korean churches 
into China. Every- 
where the healing 
work of Christ is 
being magnified. 

When George L. 
MacKay, the first 
missionary sent out 
by the Canadian 
Presbyterian 
Church, appeared 
before the General 
Assembly, the As- 
sembly was more 
interested in such 
‘‘burning questions’? as whether it was right or 
wrong to use an organ in church worship, than it 
was in sending the gospel of Christ to the people on 
the other side of the world. This was another case 
of the ruler’s objecting to the healing of the help- 
less woman. To-day, however, thanks to the teach- 
ing of Jesus, we are interested in rejoicing with 
those who go forth in the Master’s name to heal 
and help in every corner of the world. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


. What was Jesus doing in the synagogue? 
. What miracle did he perform? 

. What do you know about the woman? 

. Why did the ruler object to the miracle? 
How did Jesus answer his criticism? 

. What was the effect of Jesus’ miracle? 


C. Arnold Slade 
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The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 1. What do we most need to know? : 

A. We most need to know what God would have 
us believe and do. 

Q. 2. Where do we best learn what God would 
have us believe and do? 

A. We best learn what God would have us believe 
and do in the Bible. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 
1. Describe this woman’s infirmity. 
2. Was she a good woman? 
3. Did she seek Jesus or did Jesus seek her? 
4, Why did Jesus object to the ruler’s remarks? 
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5. For what do you admire Jesus in this lesson? 
6. What should be our attitude toward the 
Sabbath Day? 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man? 

A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to en- 
joy him for ever. 

Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how 
we may glorify and enjoy him? 

A. The Word of God which is contained in the 
Seriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the 
only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy 
him. 


Lesson II—JESUS TEACHING HUMILITY 
THE GOLDEN TEXT—“God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble.”—I Peter 
sha 


TEXT OF LESSON, Luke 14: 7-14 


For entire lesson, see Luke, ch. 14 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


7 And he spake a parable unto those that were 
bidden, when he marked how they chose out the 
chief seats; saying unto them, 

8 When thou art bidden of any man to a mar- 
riage feast, sit not down in the chief seat; lest haply 
a more honorable man than thou be bidden of him, 

9 And he that bade thee and him shall come and 
say to thee, Give this man place; and then thou 
shalt begin with shame to take the lowest place. 

10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit-down in 
the lowest place; that when he that hath bidden 
thee cometh, he may say to thee, Friend, go up 
higher: then shalt thou have glory in the presence 
of all that sit at meat with thee. 

_11 For every one that exalteth himself shall be 
humbled; and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted. 

12 And he said to him also that had bidden him, 
When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not 
thy friends, not thy brethren, nor thy kinsmen, nor 
rich neighbors; lest haply they also bid thee again, 
and a recompense be made thee. 

13 But when thou makest a feast, bid the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind: 

14 And thou shalt be blessed; because they have 
not wherewith to recompense thee: for thou shalt 
be recompensed in the resurrection of the just. 


The Time—January, A.p. 30. 


AUTHORIZED VERSION 


7 § And he put forth a parable to those which 
were bidden, when he marked how they chose out 
the chief rooms; saying unto them, 

8 When thou art bidden of any man to a wed- 
ding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a more 
honourable man than thou be bidden of him; 

9 And he that bade thee and him come and say 
to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin with 
shame to take the lowest room. 

10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down 
in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee 
cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up 
higher: then shalt thou have worship in the 
presence of them that sit at meat with thee. 


11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be 
abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted. 


12 § Then said he also to him that bade him, 
When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not 
thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, 
nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid thee 
again, and a recompence be made thee. 

13 But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind: 

14 And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot 
recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed 
at the resurrection of the just. 


The Place—Perea. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE ; REFERENCE 
ONS a 2) ANUS Litt se a's) ayia hs nee «Siw. so iala\'e’ ls The Stepping-Stone to Honor .............. Luke 14: 7-14. 
SPURS evel STULE oe Ove fy Be cess ok alley cee he Sse b Humility) Betore Promotion... i. ale oe vn le we James 4: 1-10. 
A EPUICHOAY SecA TY (List. 2 tive cyte oad Sa es i SSiehe toad DE Pevracew sith + Mia eiyah Manly 5 ea a Aen Prov. 16: 18-23. 
PUULRUSY er OTUAL YE Lah tts oe. Eb bes nate e's ALT umblexOimeers cete ac ethics SA axe later. Sits ass Matt. 8: 5-13: 
Beetay “LAnnaryll 2. Seuras ee SOc wu eo we ee Church Leaders Girded with Humility...... bePeter.o7-1-31 
PAtCMMAs ds ANNATY bases tee ee ee a Tei PhetHumrlity ot Gnrist en jad. cis des Phils (22 +6-1 


Lae ST RON Ve Late te idis oles oe ee ainalee be A; Humble‘and Upright: Manie:.\.0sss00 00 a Psalm 15. 


‘Lesson II 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 

7. A parable. A word picture which had a 
moral lesson. Chose. ‘‘Were choosing.’’ Jesus 
saw the scramble for seats and spoke about it. 

11. Humbleth himself. See Matt. 23: 12; Luke 
18: 14. Jesus always taught modesty and unselfish- 
ness. 

14. Resurrection. See John 5: 29; Acts 24: 15. 
The New Testament in speaking of the resurrection 
usually refers to the resurrection of those who enter 
into eternal blessedness. 


SPYING ON JESUS 
Luke 14: 1 


We will not under- 
stand the verses printed 
in the Quarterly unless 
we read first the verses 
at the beginning of the 
chapter. Jesus had been 
invited to the house of 
one of the foremost 
leaders of the Pharisees, 
It was on the Sabbath, 
and many invited guests 
as well as curious on- 
lookers were present. As 
far as we know, Jesus 
never refused an invita- 
tion to a feast. He ac- 
cepted invitations from 
both friend and _ foe 
alike. Many of the most 
important recorded say- 
ings of Jesus were 
spoken at the table.. He 
used social intercourse 
as an occasion of spread- 
ing the gospel message. 
The invitation at this 
time was apparently 
not given out of friend- 
ship. ‘‘*‘They were 
watching him.’’ They 
had invited him to spy 
upon him and to eateh 
him off his guard, as it 
were. They wished to 
trap him in his words or 
his acts, and they laid a 
trap for him as we shall see. Our last lesson showed 
us that much of the opposition to Jesus was aroused 
because of his attitude toward the Sabbath. This 
is another example of the way the Pharisees 
sought to entangle Jesus and bring him under 
condemnation because of his habit of disregarding 
their traditions of which he could not approve. 
But Jesus was never off his guard because he was 
sincere and pure in heart and had always the 
courage of his convictions. Let us bear in mind 
that at this feast Jesus was in a very adverse at- 


Copyrighted by Harold Coppimg 
THE GREAT INVITATION 


Jesus Teaching Humility 


January 14, 1923 


mosphere among people who were not only not his 
friends, but were decidedly unfriendly to him. 


THE TRAP LAID FOR JESUS 
Luke’ 14: 2-4 


The Pharisee who had invited Jesus to his house 
on the Sabbath and his friends had doubtless 
planned to trap Jesus into what they thought was 
disobedience to their law. ‘They had heard that 
on other occasions Jesus 
had healed on the Sab- 
bath. They wished to 
test the truth of what 
they had heard, and so 
they had present in the 
banquet room a man 
that had dropsy. This 
man is an enigma. He 
did not speak. He of- 
fered no word of appeal 
and no word of thanks. 
He was there and Jesus 
saw him and healed him 
and when he was healed 
he left. That is all we 
know of him. As far as 
we know he came into 
no abiding relation with 
Jesus. lle seems to be 
like many people who 
are benefited by the gos- 
pel, but who never ac- 
knowledge it and who 
pass on with their bless- 
ings with no personal 
expression of apprecia- 
tion to Jesus. The man 
had doubtless been 
brought there by the 
Pharisees so that Jesus 
would heal him on the 
Sabbath, and by so 
doing bring upon him- 
self the disapproval of 
the leaders of the peo- 
ple. In other words, he 
was there as a trap. He 
was there merely to 
make trouble for Jesus. 
The whole thing was 
staged. The Pharisees said nothing, and yet the 
words read, ‘‘And Jesus answering spake.’’? What 
did Jesus answer? The inference is that he 
answered the looks and intentions of those who 
sought his overthrow. He was, however, not em- 
bittered by their hypocrisy. His kindness was still 
to be made manifest. He asked the lawyers present 
a question, ‘‘TIs it lawful to heal on the sabbath, or 
not?’’ They could not answer; at least they could 
not answer ‘‘No,’’ and they were unwilling to 
answer ‘‘Yes.’’ They were silent. The sick man 
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was silent. Jesus ‘‘took him, and healed him, and 
let him go.’’ He went out without a word. Jesus 
never let fear or favor interfere with his work of 
merey and kindness. The unfriendliness of the 
Pharisees and their willingness to trap him did not 
turn him from his purpose. Jesus was a moral 
hero, and though the cross loomed up in the distance 
he did his duty unafraid. When the man had gone 
Jesus ‘‘said unto them, Which of you shall have 
an ass or an ox fallen into a well, and will not 
straightway draw him up on the sabbath day? 
And they could not answer again unto these 
things.’’ Jesus valued a human life far above 
anything else in the world. 


THE CHIEF SEATS 
Luke 14: 7-10 


This miracle of healing had doubtless taken place 
before the guests had seated themselves. Jesus 
had noticed the sick man first, and while the guests 
and the hosts were watching him, he healed the 
man and without a word the man left. It was in 
this adverse atmosphere that Jesus found himself 
and only by keeping this in mind will the somewhat 
critical attitude of Jesus be understood. These men 
were selfish, coarse, cynical. They scrambled for the 
best seats at the feasts and made a spectacle of 
themselves. No one paid any attention to Jesus. 
These guests had no affection for him and he must 
have stood aside while the contest for first, second, 
and third places went on before his eyes. When 
at last the supper was being served, Jesus, true to 
his custom, began to teach. He pictured a mar- 
riage feast. ‘‘When thou art bidden of any man 
to a marriage feast,’’ he said, ‘‘sit not down in the 
chief seat; lest haply a more honorable man than 
thou be bidden of him, and he that bade thee and 
him shall come and say to thee, Give this man place ; 
and then thou shalt begin with shame to take the 
lowest place.’’ True humility takes the lowest 
seat, and then because of real merit is given the 
seat of honor. ‘‘When thou art bidden,’’ Jesus 
continued, ‘-go and sit down in the lowest place; 
that when he that hath bidden thee cometh, he may 
say to thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou 
have glory in the presence of all that sit at meat 
with thee.’’ 


A LESSON IN HUMILITY 
Luke 14: 11 


When Jesus had told the story, he applied it. He 
was not afraid of drawing a moral. He said, 
‘‘For every one that exalteth himself shall be 
humbled; and he that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted.’’ Of course Jesus did not mean that in 
order to get the best place we should pursue a 
policy of mock humility. That would be an im- 
moral motive. He was speaking of religious and 
spiritual things. He meant that everyone who was 
selfish would find himself dishonored in the presence 
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of God, but that those who were humble and un- 
selfish would be honored by God. This is a true 
principle. Humility always exalts. Self-seeking 
always is unworthy. 


‘*Nearest the throne of God must be, 
The footstool of humility.’’ 


TRUE HOSPITALITY 
Luke 14: 12, 13 


We are not told how the guests received the re- 
buke administered to them by Jesus. Doubtless 
they were ashamed and at the same time angry, 
for they had come as superior and privileged peo- 
ple to spy upon Jesus and had not expected to be 
talked to as unruly children. Jesus, however, was 
Master of the situation and knew that he had their 
consciences on his side. He was sitting among 
well-to-do, selfish people. They were rich and com- 
fortable. Perhaps looking on, according to the 
custom of those days, were many poor and hungry 
people. Such a feast was not true hospitality. It 
was an occasion for display and luxury, and Jesus 
said to the host: ‘‘ When thou makest a dinner or 
a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, 
nor thy kinsmen, nor rich neighbors; lest haply 
they also bid thee again, and a recompense be made 
thee. But when thou makest a feast, bid the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind.’’ Jesus did not 
mean that we should not invite our friends and 
companions, but he spoke against all hospitality 
that was selfish and was prompted by the desire 
to gain something in return, ‘‘That weary round 
of giving a self-regarding hospitality, and then 
getting a return dinner or evening entertainment 
from each guest, which makes up so much of the 
social life among us, is a pitiful affair, hollow and 
selfish. What would Jesus say—what does Jesus 
say—about it all? ~The sacred name of hospitality 
is profaned, and the very springs of it dried up 
by much of our social customs, and the most lteral 
application of our Lord’s teaching here is sorely 
needed.’’ True hospitality is marked by no selfish- 
ness. It is motived by a kindly and generous 
feeling, which seeks to do good and increase the 
happiness of others. Charity that is professional 
is cruel, but hospitality that is homelike and 
friendly is one of the most Christlike virtues. 
This host with his rich friends had missed the best 
joy of life because he sought social advantage in- 
stead of friendship. 


THE BEST REWARD 
Luke 14: 14 


Jesus went on to say, ‘‘And thou shalt be 
blessed; because they have not wherewith to recom- 
pense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed in the 
resurrection of the just.’?’ The best reward comes 
to us not in a return in kind of that which we give. 
The gift we give to the poor cannot be returned 
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to us, but we can receive a reward of gratitude and 
of friendship. The money given for missions can 
never be returned to us, but we may gain a far 
higher reward in knowing that lives have been 
blessed and comforted. What precious gifts God 
has given us, and how little we can give in return! 
God is the great Giver. But he gives because he 
likes to give. ‘‘God so loved the world; that he 
gave his only begotten Son.’’ 

This host and his comfort-loving friends had 
missed the true meaning of life. They were doing 
something for their own advantage, whereas the 
true life, the happy life, consists in doing some- 
thing for others with no hope of reward, save the 
reward that love brings. Henry Drummond in one 
of his addresses says: ‘‘Here is a boy, who, in 
sweeping the shop to-morrow morning, finds six- 
pence among the orange boxes. 
missed it. He puts it in his pocket, and it begins 
to burn a hole there. By breakfast time he wishes 
that sixpence were in his master’s pocket. And 
by and by he goes to his master. He says (to 
himself, and not to his master), ‘I was at the 
Boys’ Brigade yesterday, and I was to seek first 
that which was right.’ Then he says to his master, 
‘Please, sir, here is sixpence that I found upon the 
floor.’ The master puts it in the till. What has 
the boy got in his pocket? Nothing; but he has 
got the Kingdom of God in his heart. He has laid 
up treasure in heaven, which is of infinitely more 
worth than sixpence. Now, that boy does not find 
a shilling on his way home. I have known that to 
happen, but that is not what is meant by ‘adding.’ 
It does not mean that God is going to pay him 
in his own coin, for he pays in better coin.’’ The 
greatest thing in the world is love. 
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FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why was Jesus invited to the Pharisee’s 
home? 

2. Why was the man with the dropsy there? 

3, What was the man’s attitude toward Jesus? 

4. How did the invited guests behave? 

5. What is meant by humbling oneself? 

6. What objection did Jesus raise to the hospi- 
tality of his day? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 3. What is the Bible? 

A. The Bible is the Word of God, a collection of 
books, written by men who were guided by God to 
teach us about himself and his will. 

Q. 4. How is the Bible divided? 

A. The Bible is divided into two parts: the Old 
Testament containing thirty-nine books and the 
New Testament containing twenty-seven books. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1, What reason did Jesus give for healing on 
the Sabbath Day? 

2. Was Jesus among friends or among enemies? 

3. What is meant by choosing the chief seats? 

4. What is your definition of humility? 

5. What is the true motive in hospitality? 

6. Why was Jesus so outspoken during this 
dinner? 

The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach? 

A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man 
is to believe concerning God, and what duty God 
requires of man. 


Lesson III—THE PRODIGAL SON 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth.”—Luke 15: 10. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Luke 15: 11-24 
For entire lesson, see Luke, ch. 15 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 

12 And the younger of them said to his father, 
Father, give me the portion of thy substance that 
falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. 

13 And not many days after, the younger son 
gathered all together and took his journey into a 
far country; and there he wasted his substance 
with riotous living. 

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a 
mighty famine in that country; and he began to 
be in want. 

15 And he went and joined himself to one of the 
citizens of that country; and he sent him into his 
fields to feed swine. 


AUTHORIZED VERSION 


11 § And he said, A certain man had two sons: 

12 And the younger of them said to his father, 
Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth 
to me. And he diyided unto them his living. 

13 And not many days after the younger son 
gathered all together, and took his journey into a 
far country, and there wasted his substance with 
riotous living. 

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a 
mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in 
want. . 

15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen 
of that country; and he sent him into his fields 
to feed swine. ' 
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16 And he would fain have filled his belly with 
the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave 
unto him. 

17 But when he came to himself he said, How 
many hired servants of my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish here with hunger! 

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will 
say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and in thy sight: 

19 I am no more worthy to be called thy son: 
make me as one of thy hired servants. 

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But 
while he was yet afar off, his father saw him, and 
was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell on 
his neck, and kissed him. 

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: I am no 
more worthy to be called thy son. 

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring 
forth quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 

23 And bring the fatted calf, and kill it, and 
let us eat, and make merry: 

_ 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found. And they began to be 
merry. 


The Time—January, A.p. 30. 
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16 And he would fain have filled his belly with 
the husks that the swine did eat: and no man 
gave unto him. 

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How 
many hired servants of my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will 
say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and before thee, 

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: 
make me as one of thy hired servants. 

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But 
when he was yet a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him. 

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no 
more worthy to be ealled thy son. 

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring 
forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put 
a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; 
and let us eat, and be merry: 

24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found. And they began to be 
merry. 


The Place—Perea. 
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DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


12. Give me the portion. See Deut. 21:17. The 
younger received one half of what the eldest re- 
ceived. 

16. The husks. The pods of the carob tree, used 
in Palestine to feed swine. 

22. The best robe. The word describes a stately 
robe such as was worn on great occasions. 

24. Was dead. They knew where he was, v. 30, 
but his better nature had, as it were, died for a 
time. 


THE PURPOSE OF THE PARABLE 


The fifteenth chapter of Luke is one of the most 
beautiful and interesting in the Bible. It contains 
three parables which are found only in Luke’s 
Gospel. The entire chapter should be read and then 
it will be seen that Jesus meant to teach the same 
lesson in all three parables, the Lost Sheep, the 
Lost Coin, and the Prodigal Son. 
| Jesus, as we have seen, made friends with the 

lowly, the poor, and the sinful. He was called ‘‘a 
_ friend of publicans and sinners.’’ The self-right- 
eous Pharisees could not understand this view- 


point and thought that a person who kept company 
with sinners was himself a sinner. This, of course, 
was far from the truth. Jesus kept company with 
sinners to make them saints. He went where 
wickedness was, in order to destroy it. He hunted 
out lost souls in order to save them. 

Many people in the Sunday school and in the 
Church still have the same ideas. They shun the 
drunkard and the criminal and the beggar. But 
Jesus by these parables, taught us that the Church 
exists not to keep itself separated from the world 
of wickedness, but to enter where sin is and pro- 
claim the gospel of righteousness. Jesus taught 
us that there is joy in heaven over one sinner that 


repents. 
THE FAR COUNTRY 
Luke 15: 11-13 

Jesus had told the stories of the Lost Sheep and 
of the Lost Coin and how they were found. They 
were sought for and reclaimed. So the Spirit of 
God searches for those who have strayed away from 
him. But sheep and coins are not men and the 
story of the Lost Coin is more human and more 
interesting. 
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In a certain home dwelt a father and his two 
sons. Nothing is said about the mother. She 
probably was dead. The older son was loyal and 
true and was content to stay at home and work. 
The younger son, however, was restless, willful, and 
discontented. He thought life at home was unin- 
teresting and that if he had his freedom, life 
would mean so much more to him. According to 
the law, he would inherit half as much as his elder 
brother and perhaps it was customary to allow a 
younger son, even during his father’s life, to strike 
out, as we say, for himself. His father had, of 
course, known for months the state of mind of the 
boy, and thinking that experience would curb his 
willfulness, he gave 
him his wish and ‘‘di- 
vided unto them his 
living.’’ 

Perhaps the two sons 
did not get on well to- 
gether and a _ separa- 
tion was best. In a 
few days the lad was 
gone. He ‘‘took his 
journey into a far 
country; and there he 
wasted his substance 
with riotous living.’’ 
Where the far country 
was, need not trouble 
us for as Augustine 
has said: ‘‘It is not 
by our feet, or change 
of place, that men 
leave thee, or return 
unto thee. Or did that 
thy younger son look 
out for horses or chari- 
ots, or ships, fly with 
visible wings, or jour- 
ney by the motion of 
his limbs that he might 
in a far country waste 
in riotous living all 
thou gavest at his de- 
parture? A loving 
Father, when thou gav- 
est, and more loving 
unto him when he returned empty. So then in lust- 
ful, that is in darkened, affections, is the true dis- 
tance from thy face.’’ 
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THE PRODIGAL IN THE 
FAR COUNTRY 


THE MIGHTY FAMINE 
Luke 15: 14-16 


From plenty, the young man came to poverty. 
When his money was gone, his friends forsook him. 
The companions of his wealth left him in his need. 
He had no resources and was afraid and ashamed to 
go home. He sought employment and found a 
humble task as a servant. His work was to feed 
swine. Now for him that was the most menial of 
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all work, for swine were unclean, in the opinion of 
the Jews. Hungry and alone, he would willingly 
have satisfied his hunger with the pods of the 
carob tree, which, while sweet and nourishing to 
pigs, were worthless for human food, and no one 
offered to help him or bring him comfort. He 
knew for the first time, what poverty and hunger 
meant. This is always the path which the prodigal 
travels. He is first of all unappreciative of his 
home and what it has meant to him. One of the 
most useful and appealing of gospel songs is, 
‘‘Where Is My Wandering Boy To-Night?’’ Its 
value lies in the fact that it brings to memory 
the old home ties. 

The prodigal is also a spendthrift for he has 
never learned to save or to understand the value 
of money. He drifts into bad companionship and 
in a little while 
he is left alone, 
friendless, and 
in poverty. 
From comfort, 
he plunges into 
distress, There 
is always ‘‘a 
mighty famine’’ 
wherever there 
is a prodigal. 


HE CAME 
TO HIM- 
SELF 


Luke 15: 17-19 


The young 
man had _ been 
as we say ‘‘be- 
side himself.’’ 
He had lost his 
true self. Sin 


of his true na- 
ture, but pov- 
erty and suffer- 
ing brought him 
back to the 
old ideals, to 
thoughts of God 
and his home. ‘‘He came to himself.’’? ~Sin 
is a sort of insanity. It destroys normal life. 
This young lad, when ‘‘he came to himself,’’ thought 
of all that he had once been. He remembered 
his home. He said to himself, ‘‘ How many hired 
servants of my father’s have bread enough and 
to spare, and I perish here with hunger!’’ He 
not only longed for his father’s home but he 
was sorry for his wild life, and that is the im- 
portant thing. He was penitent. He knew that he 
had done wrong and he was willing to confess it. 
He even thought out what he would say. ‘‘T will 
arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
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THE PRODIGAL’S RETURN 
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sight: I am no more worthy to be called thy son: 
make me as one of thy hired servants.’’ He was 
not only willing to confess his wrongdoing, but 
he was ready to pay the penalty. He would be- 
come a servant in his father’s house and prove his 
penitence by his loyalty. This was a noble thing. 
It is this which endears this young man to us. He 
was willing to separate himself from his old past. 
The next best thing to having done no wrong is to 
confess to wrong done. Confession destroys the 
power of sin over us, for by confessing we separate 
ourselves from the sin forever. 

Great men have often greatly sinned but their 
confession has always been even greater than their 
sin. Such was the case of David and Peter and 
Augustine. It is a noble thing to ‘‘own up’’ to a 
fault, to make an apology when wrong, and to 
confess to failure. 

The young man found that he had had a wrong 
view of life. He thought that freedom and liberty 
meant happiness, but he found that what he called 
a good time brought him bondage and slavery. 
David Gray was an English poet. He died of con- 
sumption in 1861 and shortly before his death he 
wrote this letter home: 


‘“Dear parents: I am coming home—home—sick. 
I cannot stay from home any longer. What’s the 
good of my being so far from home and sick and 
il? O God! I wish I were home never to leave 
it more! Tell everybody that I am coming back— 
no better: worse, worse. What’s about climate, 
about frost, or snow, or cold weather, when one’s 
at home? I wish I had never left it.... I have no 
money, and I want to get home, home, home... . 
Father, I shall steal to you again, because I did 
not use you rightly. ... Will you forgive me? Do 
I ask that? ...I have come through things that 
I shall never tell anybody but you, and you shall 
keep them secret as the grave. Get my own little 
room ready quick, quick; have it all tidy, and clean 
and cozy, against my home-coming. I wish to die 
there, and nobody shall nurse me except my own dear 
mother, ever, ever, again. O home, home, home.’’ 


This was how the prodigal felt as he turned to 
go back to his father and his home. 


HE CAME TO HIS FATHER 
Luke 15: 20, 21 

Love knows no distances and while the son 
‘‘was yet afar off’’ his father saw him. Mr. 
Moody used to say that the father was looking 
through the telescope of his love. The father was 
waiting and watching for his boy’s return. Every- 
thing the lad did was known, apparently, but until 
the boy repented the father was helpless. It is so 
still, with fathers and their boys. A boy may live 
ander his father’s roof and eat at his father’s 
table but be millions of miles from his father’s 
heart. It may be so with God and his erring chil- 
dren. God is ever willing to receive us and bless 
us. He always stands ready to welcome us but we 
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are not always ready to come. There is never 
failure on God’s part. The failure is with us. 
He will abundantly pardon. What a wonderful 
picture this is of the true nature of God. He is 
hike a father. God is love. He welcomes home 
the lost. He suffers with us in our sin and claims 
us as his own no matter what our past may be. 

There is a story of a lad from Scotland who 
strayed into one of the great London cathedrals. 
‘‘He was lonely, dejected, friendless, and ashamed. 
He had sown his wild oats and a good many other 
things—gambled, drunk, and fooled away money, 
health, and character. Disgraced, hungry, desper- 
ate, and broken-hearted, he crept in with the vast 
congregation to the sacred building. The preacher 
read the lesson for the day. It was this incom- 
parable parable. He read it without comment, but 
with clear and impassioned elocution. The out- 
east drank it all in with ears and heart strained 
to intensity: and when it was finished, forgetting 
the place, people, and everything else, he cried out 
audibly, ‘Kh, but yon was a grand old man!’ 
And the whole world of Bible readers have said 
substantially the same thing when they came to 
this imperishable picture.’’ 


THE BEST ROBE 
Luke 15: 22-24 


The boy began to say the speech which he had 
prepared but got only halfway through when his 
father broke in upon it. His son had come home 
and was pouring out his heart in penitence and that 
was all the father wanted. The father wished to 
give the boy back his happiness if he were only 
fit to receive it. Repentance means a change of 
mind and this change of mind had now come to 
his wayward son. So the speech was left un- 
finished and instead the father said to his servants, 
‘*Bring forth quickly the best robe, and put it 
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on 
his feet: and bring the fatted calf, and kill it, 
and let us eat, and make merry: for this my son 
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found.’’ 

That was a generous forgiveness. It was a for- 
giveness not delayed. The robe of a new life was 
given ‘‘quickly.’’ The ring of authority and posi- 
tion was granted him. The shoes, showing him 
to be a free man and not a slave, were put on his 
weary feet, and the fatted calf was killed, because 
it was a day of joy and feasting. It was like a 
resurrection. A lost life is like death. A life of 
sin is like death. A life of love and purity is 
like a resurrection and like the coming of spring 
after winter. The Christian life ought to be the 
happiest, the most joyful, the richest of all possible 
lives. 

When Marie Antoinette entered France to be- 
come the queen, she put off her Austrian garments 
and put on new French clothes. She had entered 
a new country and a new life. 
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‘¢Mine is the sin, but thine the righteousness; 
Mine is the guilt, but thine the cleansing blood; 
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my. peace, 
Thy blood, thy righteousness, O Lord my God.’’ 


THE ELDER BROTHER 
Luke 15: 25-32 


The story of the conduct of the elder brother 
completes the story. The elder brother took offense 
at the generous treatment of the younger son. He 
had lived a hard-working, honest, pure life. He had 
not wasted his father’s substance and the father 
had never made a feast for him. So he was 
‘“‘angry, and would not go in.’’?’ He was like the 
Pharisees who objected to Jesus’ kindness to sin- 
ners and outcasts. In their self-righteousness they 
stood apart from fallen men and women. Chris- 
tians often take this position. They forget that 
Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. Jesus is 
the Good Shepherd who seeks the lost in the wilder- 
ness. God is our Father whose home and heart are 
empty if one of his children is out in the world. 
Do we ever act like the elder brother? 

We can only be true Christians when we rejoice 
with Jesus at the repentance of those who turn 
from their evil ways to God. The best thing in 
life is to know that ‘‘if we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’’? The words 
of an old Greek hymn tell the story. 


‘“Far from thy heavenly care, 
Lord, I have gone astray ; 
And all the wealth thou gavest to me 
Have cast away. 


‘“Now from a broken heart, 
In penitence sincere, 
I lift my prayer to thee, O Lord; 
In mercy hear: 
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‘¢ And in thy blest abode 
Give me a servant’s place, 
That I, a son, may learn to own 
A Father’s grace.’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. Why: did Jesus tell this parable? 

2. What three parables are told in this same 
chapter ?° 

3. Why did the young man wish to leave home? 

4, What do the words ‘‘he came to himself’? 
mean? 

5. In what way is the prodigal’s father like God? 

6. Do you like or dislike the elder son? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 5. What does the Bible teach about God? 
A. The Bible teaches that God is our heavenly 
Father who made all things and rules over all in 
wisdom and righteousness and love. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. Why is this wonderful parable found only in 
Luke’s Gospel? 

2. What qualities do you dislike in the Prodigal 
Son? 

3. What qualities do you like in the Prodigal 
Son? 

4, Was the father wise in letting the son leave 
home? 

5. Explain the words 
““ forgiveness. ’’ 

6. Why did Jesus also tell about the conduct of 
the elder son? 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 4. What is God? 
A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and un- 
changeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, 


‘‘sin,’’ ‘repentance, ’? 


justice, goodness, and truth. 


@. 5. Are there more Gods than one? 
A. There is but one only, the living and true God. 


Lesson IV—THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Charge them that are rich in this present world, that they be not 
highminded, nor have their hope set on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy.”—I Tim. 6: 17. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Luke 16: 19-31 
For entire lesson, see Luke, ch. 16 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


19 Now there was a certain rich man, and he 
was clothed in purple and fine linen, faring sump- 
tuously every day: 

20 And a certain beggar named Lazarus was 
laid at his gate, full of sores, 

21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs that 
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AUTHORIZED VERSION 
19 There was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sump- 
tuously every day: 


20 And there was a certain beggar named Laz’- 


a-rus, which was laid at his gate full of sores, 
21 And desiring to be fed with the -crumbs 


. 
: 
: 
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fell from the rich man’s table; yea, even the dogs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover 
came and licked his sores. . the dogs came and licked his sores. 

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, 22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, 
and that he was carried away by the angels into and was carried by the angels into A’bra-ham’s 
Abraham ’s bosom: and the rich man also died, and bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 
was buried. 23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in tor- 

23 And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in ments, and seeth A’bra-ham afar off, and Laz’a-rus 
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
in his bosom. 24 And he cried and said, Father A’bra-ham, 

24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have have mercy on me, and send Laz’a- rus, that he may 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip dip the tip of his ‘finger in water, and cool my ton- 
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; gue; for I am tormented in this flame. 
for I am in anguish in this flame. 25 But A’bra-ham said, Son, remember that thou 

25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 
in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Laz’a-rus evil things: but now he is com- 
Lazarus in like manner evil things: but now here forted, and thou art tormented. 
he is comforted, and thou art in anguish. 26 And beside all this, between us and you there 

26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would 
is a great gulf fixed, that they that would pass from pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they 
hence to you may not be able, and that none may pass to us, that would come from thence. 


cross over from thence to us. 27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, 
27 And he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house: 
that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house; 28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify 


28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of 
unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 


torment. 29 A’bra-ham saith unto him, They have Mo’ses 
29 But Abraham saith, They have Moses and the and the prophets; let them hear them. 

prophets; let them hear them. 30 And he said, Nay, father A’bra-ham: but if 
30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will re- 

one go to them from the dead, they will repent. pent. 


31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses 31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Mo’ses 
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 


if one rise from the dead. though one rose from the dead. 
The Time—January, a.p. 30. The Place—Perea. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
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PRLUPUAyT LADMAry 2) . cts 1 ete a ete Prayvingrtowm toes bruce, RIGS... . se ees otek Eph. 3: 14-21. 
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DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES opposed to all forms of cruelty, unkindness, and 
. selfishness. In the first part of the sixteenth 
chapter of Luke, Jesus had spoken of the Un- 
righteous Steward, the man who was unfaithful 
toward his master, and in our lesson for to-day in 
the latter part of the chapter he told of a rich 
man who was cruel and selfish toward one who 
needed his help and sympathy. Like the parable in 
the fifteenth chapter, this parable is found only in 
THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS Luke. Luke always liked to show Jesus in his 
Jesus spoke of two very grievous sins. One was character of Champion of the poor, the needy, and 
an unforgiving spirit. Jesus taught that God could’ the sinful. There is among the Jewish writings of 
forgive only those who forgave others. In The Jesus’ time a parable not unlike this story of 
Lord’s Prayer we say, ‘‘Forgive us our debts, as Jesus. It is as follows: ‘‘There were two partners 
we forgive our debtors.’’? The other was the sin in crime in this world, one of whom repented be- 
of inhumanity. Jesus spoke hard words to those fore his death, but the other did not. After death 
who made life difficult for others. He was always the one was carried away and placed in the com- 
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19. Rich man. Commonly called ‘‘ Dives,’’ which 
is the word used in the Latin translation. 

21. The dogs. Jews despised dogs. Their kind- 
ness added to his humiliation and misery. 

22. Abraham’s bosom. A Jewish term for the 
place of the dead, used in the sense of ‘‘ Paradise.’’ 
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pany of the just; the other in the company of the 
wicked. The latter saw the former, and said: 
“Woe is me, for there is respect of persons in this 
matter. He and I robbed together and murdered 
together, and now he stands in the congregation of 
the just, and I in the congregation of the wicked.’ 
They answered him, ‘Thou fool, it was in thy 
power also to have repented, but thou didst not.’ 
He said to them, ‘Let me go now, and become a 
penitent.’ But they said: ‘Thou most foolish of 
men, dost thou not know that this world in which 
thou art is like the Sabbath, and the world from 
which thou camest, like the 
eve of ‘the, Sabbath? If 
thou providest nothing on 
the Sabbath eve, what wilt 
thou eat on the Sabbath?’’ 
And he gnashed his teeth 
and gnawed his own flesh.’’ 


FUELE, RICH MAN 
Luke 16: 19 


Jesus drew a vivid pic- 
ture of the rich man. The 
Latin word for, rich man is 
‘*Dives,’’? and sometimes 
the story is called the para- 
ble of Dives and Lazarus. 
The picture of the rich 
man is so -clear that we 
feel that Jesus must have 


known the man. He had 
five brothers. V. 28. He 
was very rich. He lived 


like a ‘king. He clothed 
himself in royal purple 
and wore the fine, costly 
linen used for the gar- 
ments of priests. The mar- 
gin of the Revised Version 
says that he was ‘‘living 
in mirth and splendor every 
day.’’ His life was a 
continual feast. It is not 
said that he was a bad 
man. We do not know. 
We do know, however, that 
Jesus never said that it isa 
sin to be rich and that 
poverty is a blessing. He did not teach that the 
rich man was punished because he enjoyed life or 
that the poor man was rewarded because of his 
poverty. A poor man may be a wicked man and a 
rich man may be a good man. Character is not so 
determined and we shall see later why the rich man 
was tormented and the poor man comforted. 


THE POOR MAN 
Luke 16: 20, 21 
At the gate of this rich man was laid a poor 


The Rich Man and Lazarus 
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man, Probably he was brought there by friends. 
Jesus gave this man a name. He called him ‘‘ Laza- 
rus’? from which come the words ‘‘lazar’’ and 
““leper.’’ He had been very unfortunate. He was 
poor, so poor that he desired to be fed with the 
crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. He 
was sick, so sick that his body was full of sores. He 
was helpless and comfortless, so helpless that the 
dogs came and licked his sores. Now a dog was a 
contemptible thing to a Jew but in Lazarus’ terri- 
ble plight, no attention was paid him but by dogs, 
which only increased his agony and his humiliation. 
In his’ helpless _ posi- 
tion he lay until death 
released him, but during 
all the time he lay at the 
rich man’s gate, nothing 
came to him from the rich 
man’s table. This was 
the sin with which Jesus 
charged the rich man. 
He was inhuman, unkind, 
selfish, cruel. He  him- 
self lived in luxury, and 
at the same time Lazarus 
lay dying at his door, un- 
eared for and _  unfed. 
Jesus condemned the rich 
man, not because of his 
riches or wealth, but be- 
cause of his selfishness, 
his  unkindness, his 
thoughtlessness. Like 
Cain, he said in his heart, 


‘‘Am I my _brother’s 
keeper???’ His motto 
was ‘‘Every man for 
himself.’’ 
THE CASES 
REVERSED 
Luke 16: 22-24 
The scene changed 


from this life to the life 
beyond death. Jesus in 
the parable used _ the 
terms in use in his day 
to describe the after life. 
The rabbis taught that 
the region beyond the grave called Hades was 
divided into two regions—Paradise, or the 
abode of the righteous, and Gehenna, or hell, 
the place of torment. These two divisions were 
separated in the thought of the time by either 
a great gulf or an impassable wall, but they were 
still close enough for persons to see from one place 
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to the other and for conversation to be carried on ~~ 


between the spirits of the departed. The righteous 
were pictured as holding a continual feast. The 
wicked were consumed with thirst and heat. Jesus 
used this imagery to enforce his lesson, and we 


a 
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must remember that Jesus in this parable is not 
teaching us about the other world, but is showing 
us the sin of inhumanity and a loveless life. Death 
stripped the rich man of his wealth, and the poor 
man of his poverty. Wealth and poverty are the 
conditions of life. They are not realities and do 
not determine character. Lazarus died and _ his 
spirit was carried by the angels to the abode of 
the blessed. He had no funeral. The rich man 
died and was buried with the pomp and splendor 
supplied by wealth but he was taken to the place 
of the unredeemed. Instead of being in luxury he 
was ‘‘in torments.’’ It was now Lazarus’ turn to 
be in comfort. He was at rest on Abraham’s 
bosom, like a child in his mother’s arms. The 
mask was off and now the rich man was poor in- 
deed and begged that Lazarus should be sent with 
a drop of water to cool his parched and thirsting 
tongue. He was ‘‘in anguish.’’ It is a terrible 
picture and shows us how easily we may mistake 
true worth. Jesus showed his listeners that behind 
the rich purple and linen of Dives there was a 
beggarly soul, and behind the poverty and rags of 
Lazarus, a soul rich in faith. 


THE GREAT GULF 
Luke 16: 25, 26 


The rich man’s request was denied, not because 
of lack of love, but because to grant it was im- 
possible. Two reasons are given. In the first place 
the rich man had made his choice. ‘‘Son, remem- 
ber that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things: 
but now here he is comforted, and thou art in an- 
guish.’’ When Lazarus was at Dives’ gate, the rich 
man had chosen not to care. He had made his 
choice. If the rich man had helped him, Lazarus 
might have then saved him, for Lazarus at the gate 
of the mansion was the rich man’s opportunity. 
Now he was helpless. The rich man had failed 
of his opportunity. The second reason was that 
there was an impassable gulf between them. 
‘“Between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, 
_ that they that would pass from hence to you may 
not be able, and that none may cross over from 
thence to us.’’ There is such a thing as a decisive 
choice and there is such a thing as salvation by 
character. We must, however, be careful to define 
what we mean by character. Faith and love and 
hope make up character. Character is an attitude 
of the soul toward God and toward our fellow men 
and the attitude of the rich man was an attitude of 
selfish and cruel unconcern. The old proverb is 
wise: 

‘¢Sow a thought and you reap an act. Sow an act 
and you reap a habit. Sow a habit and you reap 
a character. Sow a character and you reap a 
destiny.’’ Salvation is not arbitrary. It does 
not rest upon a ‘‘yes’’ or a ‘‘no’’ from the outside. 
It rests upon the ‘‘yes’’ or the ‘‘no’’ of the soul 
to God. 
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THE GREAT REFUSAL 
Luke 16: 27-31 


The rich man then sought to shift the blame. 
There was no sign of penitence about him. He 
was not conscious that he had done wrong. He 
was not convicted of wasting his life or his op- 
portunities. He merely dodged the issue. He pre- 
tended to say that if he had only known, things 
might have been different, and he begged Abraham 
to send a warning message to his five brothers, so 
that they might avoid his dreadful penalty. The 
answer of Abraham is of great interest. He said, 
‘“They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear 
them.’’ The rich man was not satisfied. He replied, 
‘Nay, father Abraham: but if one go to them from 
the dead, they will repent.’’ But Abraham answered, 
ald they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be persuaded, if one rise from the dead.’’ 

In this way the man sought to justify himself. 
He suggested that if he had been warned, all would 
have been well. He would have acted differently 
so as to avoid punishment but not because he loved 
God or the poor man at his door. There was enough 
evidence in the Old Testament to have convinced 
him and his brethren that selfishness and luxury 
and unkindness were wrong. See Lev. 19: 9, 10; 
Deut. 15:7, 8; Micah 6:8. Even though one 
should rise from the dead, it would not help. Faith 
cannot be convinced against its will. The man 
had no love for others, no kindness, no charity, and 
regretted not his past evil conduct, but his own 
discomfort aud the consequences of his own sin. 
True religion leads us to love God and our fellow 
men for their own sake and not because it will 
save us from punishment. An old hymn, ascribed 
to the missionary, Francis Xavier, has the right 
point of view. 


My God, I love thee; not because 
I hope for heaven thereby, 

Nor yet because who love thee not 
Must die eternally. 


Not with the hope of gaining aught, 
Not seeking a reward; 

But as thyself hast lovéd me, 
O ever-loving Lord. 


E’en so I love thee, and will love, 
And in thy praise will sing; 

Solely because thou art my God, 
And my eternal King. 


“The great scientists of the world have given 
themselves for the benefit of the world, and business 
men are under the same obligation. We are not our 
own; we are bought with a price, and if our talent 
is in the realm of the intellect, or in the realm of 
finance, we are under bond to make it contribute 
to the welfare of the world, and the bringing in 
of the Kingdom of God. It is unfair to ask that 
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a scientist shall devote his life to the prevention of 
disease and shall die a comparatively poor man, or 
that a stateman shall give himself as Lincoln gave 
himself for the welfare of the nation without com- 
pensation, or that a soldier should spend himself 
for others without financial advantage. On the 
other hand, it is equally unfair that men and women 
should get and earn money and increasing wealth 
and use it for their own selfish purpose. Jesus taught 
men the great truth of stewardship. He taught 
men that they were not their own, and that all that 
they had of talent and time and gold belonged to 
God. He taught men that they were trustees and 
that the day would come when the great Judge of 
all would say, ‘‘Give an account of thy steward- 
ship,’’? and in pressing home his claim he outlined 
the gospel of wealth’s boundless opportunity. 
‘‘Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the 
earth, where moth and rust consume, and where 
thieves break through and steal: but lay up for 
yourself treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust doth consume, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal: for where thy treasure 
is, there will thy heart be also.’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 
1. Why is the rich man _ sometimes 
““Dives’’? 
2. Was the rich man a bad man? Why? 


called 
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3. Why was Lazarus comforted after death? 

4, Why was the rich man punished? 

5. What is meant by ‘‘a great gulf fixed’’? 

6. How do we know that an unselfish life is the 
right life? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 6. Is there more than one God? 
A. There is only one God, the living and true 
God; yet in three persons, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1, Of what sin was the rich man guilty? 

2. What is meant by ‘‘ Hades’’? 
_3. Why was Lazarus in paradise? 

4, Why was it impossible to minister comfort to 
the rich man? 

5. For what reasons did Abraham refuse to send 
a message to the five brethren? 

6. What lesson is the parable meant to teach? 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the God- 
head? 

A. There are three persons in the Godhead; the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these 
three are one God, the same in substance, equal in 
power and glory. 


oa < 
Lesson V—THE GRACE OF GRATITUDE 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 
And into his courts with praise: 
Give thanks unto him, and bless his name.” 


—Ps. 100: 4. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Luke 17: 11-19 


For entire lesson, see Luke, ch. 17 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


11 And it came to pass, as they were on the way 
to Jerusalem, that he was passing along the borders 
of Samaria and Galilee. 

12 And as he entered into a certain village, there 
met him ten men that were lepers, who stood afar 
off: 

13 And they lifted up their voices, saying, Jesus, 
Master, have merey on us. 

14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go 
and show yourselves unto the priests. And it came 
to pass, as they went, they were cleansed. 

15 And one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, with a loud voice glorifying 
God; 

16 And he fell upon his face at his feet, giving 
him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. 

17 And Jesus answering said, Were not the ten 
cleansed? but where are the nine? 


AUTHORIZED VERSION 


11 § And it came to pass, as he went to Je’ru-sa- 
lem, that he passed through the midst of Sa-ma’ri-a 
and Gal’i-lee. 

12 And as he entered into a certain village, there 
met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar 
off : 

13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, 
Je’sus, Master, have mercy on us. 

14. And when he saw them, he said unto them, 
Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came 
to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 

15 And one of them, when he saw that he was 
meee turned back, and with a loud voice glorified 

od, 
16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving — 
him thanks: and he was a Sa-mar’i-tan. 

17 And Je’sus answering said, Were there not 
ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 
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18 Were there none found that returned to give 18 There are not found that returned to give 
glory to God, save this stranger? glory to God, save this stranger. 

19 And he said unto him, Arise, and go thy way: 19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy 
thy faith hath made thee whole. faith hath made thee whole. 
The Time—February-March, a.p. 30. The Place—Borders of Samaria. 

DAILY HOME READINGS 
DATE Md gig A REFERENCE 
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DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES was in the neighborhood and came to make their 


11. The borders of Samaria. The border country ¢0mmon supplication to him. The disciples would 
between Galilee and Samaria on the way to Jeru- quickly sense their situation by their appearance. 
salem. Their clothing would be scarcely better than rags. 

12. Afar off. See Lev. 13: 45. The law required Their heads were uncovered, and they gave expres- 
rent clothes, bare head, and the ery, ‘‘Unclean, 8100 to a hoarse cry in obedience to the law, ‘‘Un- 


unclean! ’? clean, unclean!’’ They were a separate people be- 
13. Master. Not the word meaning ‘‘teacher,’’? Cause they were outcasts, and to all such Jesus 
but a word implying power and authority. ‘ showed sympathy and compassion. We are not told 


16. A Samaritan. See Luke 9: 51-56; 10: 30-37, how much they knew about Jesus, but they knew 
Luke emphasizes incidents regarding the Samari- ¢»ough to direct their prayer to him, ‘‘ Jesus, Mas- 


tans. ter, have mercy on us.’’? They knew his name, and 
18. Stranger. The word means ‘‘alien,’’ they knew something of his authority. They were 
‘<foreigner.’? He belonged to Samaria. convinced that he had power to heal them, and their 
. petition was uttered in the form of a prayer. They 

GOING UP TO JERUSALEM knew that.if he who had power would show merey 


they might enter into health. This is not the first 
Luke 173.11 time Jesus met lepers in his ministry, and he never 
Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. It was his failed to.respond to their ery of need. 
last journey through the villages and towns of the The spirit of Jesus has inspired work among the 
northern country before his crucifixion and resur- lepers of the world in all parts of the country. 
rection. The passover of the Jews was only a few One of our missionaries from Elat, Africa, tells us 
weeks distant, and doubtless the people in the of his work with this same unhappy and unfortu- 
country and in the villages were making prepara- nate class of people. — 
tions to attend the great feast, and many would ‘*Whiie I was coasting down a long hill, the form 
attach themselves to Jesus and his disciples. The of a man threw itself across my path and began 
verses of the lesson contain the story of how Jesus to shout: ‘I have no father, no mother, no brothers, 
met with the ten lepers in the way, and true to and no sisters. I am sick and hungry. Give me 
his compassion, healed them and sent them on their medicine and food.’ I put my brake on and 
way rejoicing. The ministry of Jesus was not a jumped from my bicycle quickly to avoid running 
ministry of teaching merely, but also a ministry of over the man. He explained that for Six years he 
service. In a wonderful way he combined teaching had been unable to walk or take care of himself, had 
and work. He not only told others what they been able to bathe only when it rained as it was 


should do, but he also showed them what to do. too far to crawl to the stream. A rough hut had 
; been built for him on the roadside and he was 

HE TEN LEPERS dependent upon the uncertain charity of passers-by 

i and had often gone hungry and thirsty for days 


Luke 17: 12, 13 tha: fine 


On the borderland between Galilee and Samaria ‘‘With care, medicines, and abundant food, his 
Jesus met with a group of ten men who were lepers. ulcers were soon healed and we are waiting for con- 
‘They made up a motley group. Just as wild and ditions to improve enough so that we may operate 
domestic animals herd together under a common upon the scars to release his arm and leg. Now 
fear, so these unhappy, miserable people, both with the aid of a stick he can manage to go about. 
Jews and Samaritans, found companionship in a While sick he had learned to make clay pipes and 
‘common misery. It may be that they knew Jesus other articles out of clay. These articles are being 
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sold and the proceeds used to pay for medicines 
and food and it is believed he will be able to make 
a good living eventually. He has become a Chris- 
tian and it is hoped that he will be of great service 
to himself and others.’’ 


THE COMMAND OF JESUS 


The Grace of Gratitude 


Luke 17: 14 
In answer to the cry of the lepers Jesus - 
drew near. He would see them in their sad and 


pitiful condition, and above all he would let them 
see him. We miss in the story the effect of his 
presence, in their midst. We do not see his face 
light up with compassion, and perhaps he said 
more than is recorded in the Gospel story. His 
words sound abrupt. ‘‘He said unto them, Go and 
show yourselves unto the priests.’’ He issued a com- 
mand and they immediately obeyed. 
contained the answer to their prayer. The com- 
mand of Jesus that they should show themselves 
to the priests was in accordance with the law of 
the land. According to the law found in Lev., ch. 
13, it was necessary for a leper to present himself 
to the priest before he could return to society. 
The priest was the sanitary officer of the nation, 
and Jesus came to fulfill and not to destroy the law. 
When the lepers had been passed upon by the priest 
they could go back into their social relations and 
no one could object. The priest would issue them 
a certificate of health. Jesus’ words, however, 
contained no promise, but demanded on their part 
faith and trust. They had called him Master, and 
he had taken them at their word, and sent them on 
their mission. It is in this way that Jesus still 
tests us. He demands from us prompt obedience, 
even though we obey without knowing or seeing 
the reason. Matthew Henry says: ‘‘Every knee 
must bow to him. The whole creation must be in 
subjection to him, things in heaven and things in 
earth and things under the earth: the living and 
the dead. At the name of Jesus all must pay 
solemn homage. And every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord. Every nation and 
language shall publicly own the universal empire 
of the exalted Redeemer. ’’ 

Without a word the ten lepers went off to the 
nearest synagogue to present themselves before the 
priest. They remained neither to question the word 
of Jesus nor to utter a word of thanks. They were 
too engrossed in their own misery and too anxious 
to test the cure which Jesus had wrought to wait 
a moment. They were interested in the gift, and, 
having received from Jesus’ hands the answer to 
their petition, they had no more interest in him. 
Their faith, however, was remarkable, for they 
started off on their mission without the evidence 
of healing in their bodies, and then the miracle 
happened, and as they went they were cleansed. 
The healing came in answer to the obedience of 
faith. This is one of the most remarkable of 
Jesus’ miracles. Without a touch or a direct 
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word of healing the transforming power of the liv- 
ing Christ was revealed to the lepers in their 
obedience to his word. We should learn from this 
event that obedience is the key which opens to us 
the treasures of the gospel. It is only when we 
obey that we understand and experience the riches 
of the grace of God. We are asked to obey first, 
and to understand afterwards. It is said that the 
old city of Troy had only one gate, and the enemy 
might go round and round the walls, and never find 
an approach to the city save at this one place. 
So it is with the city of God. There is only one 


_ gate through which we may enter into possession 


His word 
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of the riches of grace that are in Jesus Christ 
and that is the gate of obedience. If we have 
no conviction concerning the truth of God the best 
way for us is to obey what we know to be the truth, 
and then we will enter into the experience of it. 
We must first of all act. We must be merciful and 
gentle and kind and forgiving, and in obedience to 
the laws of God we will enter into the conviction 
of the truth of the gospel. 


THE ONE WHO WAS GRATEFUL 
Luke 17: 15-17 


How far these ten lepers had gone before they 
were sure of healing the record does not tell. 
Doubtless they had taken only a few steps when 
they felt the healing power of Christ working in 
their blood, and suddenly it broke in upon them 
that they were healed of the plague which had 
separated them from their fellows, and had de- 
stroyed their happiness in life. 

We would expect to read that they returned im- 
mediately to fall at Jesus’ feet and express to 
him their thanksgiving. But men are thoughtless, 
selfish, and all that these men wished was the gift 
of health. 

There was one, however, who was different from 
the rest. The nine went on to secure their certifi- 
cates of health from the priest, but one immediately 
turned when he discovered he was healed, and cried 
out with a loud voice, and gave thanks to God. 
The voice of a leper is husky and hoarse, and the 
sign of restored health was evidenced by the loud 
voice with which this one restored man glorified 
God. He had no clear idea as to the relation of 
Jesus to God, but he knew in some way that both 
God and Jesus had had something to do with his 
healing, and having given public expression to his 
faith in God he fell upon his face at Jesus’ feet 
and gave thanks to him. The surprising thing 
about the story is that the one man who returned 
to lay his tribute at Jesus’ feet was not a Jew but 
a Samaritan. The Samaritans were despised by 
the Jews. They were considered unworthy of 
salvation, but again and again in Luke’s Gospel it 
is a Samaritan who understands and appreciates the 
best things of life. It is the Good Samaritan 
who is the good neighbor, and in this story it is the 
Samaritan, and not the Jew, who is grateful for 
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healing at the hands of the Master. It is a wonder- 
ful thing to possess a thankful spirit. It is easy 
to pray; it is hard to praise. The ten were united 
in their request for mercy, but having obtained 
merey nine were forgetful of the Giver, and only 
one returned to give thanks. Jesus would have us 
learn the lesson of gratitude. It is a sign of 
humility and of faith. To receive a gift without 
gratitude is to prove ourselves unworthy of the 
gift which has been given. Dr. James Hood Wilson 
used to tell of a man who was known to his friends 
by a nickname. In the different parts of the 
country to which he went he was known by the name 
of ‘‘Hallelujah.’’ When he stepped out of a hotel 
the travelers who knew him would say, ‘‘ Here 
comes Hallelujah Smith.’’ He was a Christian 
who was not afraid to carry a thankful and grate- 
ful spirit, and to give expression to his gratitude 
on all occasions. 


THE UNGRATEFUL NINE 
Luke 17: 18 


Jesus gave expression to what must have been 
general surprise that the one man who had re- 
turned to give glory to God was a ‘stranger, ’’ 
an ‘‘alien,’’ a ‘‘foreigner,’’ a ‘‘Samaritan,’’ and 
that only one out of the ten gave expression to their 
gratitude to God. ‘‘Were not the ten cleansed? 
but where are the nine?’’ 

Will this relation of nine to one carry through 
into life? Is it trne that the great majority of 
people are ungrateful? The nine had received their 
gift and the answer to their prayer, but they had 
gone on without reference to God, apparently 
taking for granted that healing had come to them 
in some magical way. Ingratitude has been called 
the most popular sin in the world. How many boys 
and girls have been helped by their parents, and 
how few carry with them through life grateful 
and thankful hearts! How many boys and girls 
owe all they possess to some teacher and friend, 
and yet act as if the priceless gifts they possess 
had come to them by chance! There are some 
verses in Shakspere we should memorize. They 
speak of the bitterness of ingratitude. 


Blow, blow, thou winter wind— 
Thou art not so unkind 
As man’s ingratitude; 
Thy tooth is not so keen, 
Because thou art not seen, 
Although thy breath be rude. 


Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky— 
Thou dost not bite so nigh 

As benefits forgot; 
Though thou the waters warp, 
Thy sting is not so sharp 

As friend remembered not. 


We ask the question, What is the cause of in- 


The Grace of Gratitude 


19 


February 4, 1923 


gratitude? What were the reasons that led the 
one to return and the nine to go on their way 
without thinking of God, without returning to say 
‘“*thank you’’ to him who had spoken the wonder- 
ful words of healing to them? The great cause of 
ingratitude is thoughtlessness. The word ‘‘thank’’ 
comes originally from the same root as ‘‘think.’’ 
We are not thankful because we do not think. We 
do things as a matter of course, and we do not 
remember that behind everything that comes to us 
is the loving hand of the divine Father. We for- 
get that back of the riches of life and the best 
gifts of life is the loving care of God. 


THE GREATER MIRACLE 
Luke 17: 19 


The nine who passed out into silence were satis- 
fied with the healing of their bodies. The one who 
returned to glorify God at Jesus’ feet in the spirit 
of loving gratitude obtained not only healing for 
his body but salvation for his soul. Jesus said 
to the Samaritan stranger, ‘‘Arise, and go thy 
way: thy faith hath made thee whole.’’ In other 
words, by his expression of gratitude and faith in 
God he had found redemption and salvation, as 
well as physical cleansing. The others had simply 
been healed. This man was saved as well as healed, 
and the reason for the difference between the two 
lay in the response which was given to the Lord. 
Jesus has in his possession all kinds of gifts. He 
has the best gifts for those who will receive them, 
and he has lesser gifts for those who are satisfied 
with such. Jesus was never satisfied with mere 
physical healing. He was always seeking for the 
redemption of life, and was eager to bestow his 
best gifts upon those who were willing to receive 
them. Sometimes physical ‘healing is denied and 
the redemption of the soul granted. Whether or 
not we agree with the point of view of the leper 
concerning whom one of our missionaries in Korea 
writes, we at least enter into his spirit of gratitude 
and are sure Christ has come to him in spiritual 
healing: ‘‘At the praise and thanksgiving meeting 
at the Taiku Leprosarium a boy gave I Tim. 4: 4,5 
as his testimony and illustrated it in this wise: ‘A 
father gives all kinds and colors and qualities of 
clothes to his children to clothe their bodies. Our 
Father in heaven gives all kinds of clothes to his 
children to clothe their spirits, also. Some white, 
some black, some red, and some yellow clothes. To 
some he gives strong, healthy bodies, to others 
diseased bodies. To the lepers he has given loath- 
some bodies but they can be sanctified through 
prayers and we must always thank God that no 
creature is rejected of him if there is a thankful 
heart. So I thank God for my leper body.’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1, Where did Jesus meet with the ten lepers? 
2. What request did they make of Jesus? 
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3. How did Jesus treat their requests? 

4, How were the ten men healed of their leprosy? 

5. Why was Jesus pleased with the one who 
expressed gratitude? 

6. What greater gift did the Samaritan receive 
from Jesus? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 7. What does the Bible teach about God’s will 
for us? 

A. The Bible teaches that it is God’s will for us 
that we love him with all our heart, soul, 
strength, and mind; and that we love others as 
ourselves, 
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FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 
. Why did the lepers stand afar off? 
. Why did Jesus send them to the priest? 
What was the cause of their healing? 
. What is gratitude? 
Why did the nine fail to give thanks? 
. In what ways may we show our gratitude? 


O> OT G9 DO HA 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 7. What are the decrees of God? 

A. The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, 
according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for 
his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever 
comes to pass. 


Lesson VI—THE SPIRIT OF PRAYER 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: 
A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” 


TEXT OF LESSON, Luke 18: 1-14 
For entire lesson, see Luke, ch. 18 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 And he spake a parable unto them to the 
end that they ought always to pray, and not to 
faint ; 

2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, who 
feared not God, and regarded not man: 

3 And there was a widow in that city; and she 
came oft unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine ad- 
versary. 

4 And he would not for a while: but afterward 
he said within himself, Though I fear not God, 
nor regard man; 

5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will 
avenge her, lest she wear me out by her continual 
coming. 

6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unrighteous 
judge saith. 

7 And shall not God avenge his elect, that ery 
to him day and night, and yet he is longsuffering 
over them? 

8 I say unto you, that he will avenge them speed- 
ily. Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith on the earth? 

9 And he spake also this parable unto certain 
‘who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and set all others at nought: 

10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; 
the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 

11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with him- 
self, God, I thank thee, that I am not as the rest 
of men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as 
this publican. 

12 I fast twice in the week; I give tithes of all 
that I get. 

13 But the publican, standing afar off, would 
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AUTHORIZED VERSION 


1 And he spake a parable unto them to this 
end, that men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint ; 

2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which 
feared, not God, neither regarded man: 

3 And there was a widow in that city; and she 
came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adver- 
sary. 

4 And he would not for a while: but afterward 
he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor 
regard man; 

5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will 
avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary 
me. 

6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust 
judge saith. 

7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which 
ery day and night unto him, though he bear long 
with them? 

8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he 
find faith on the earth? 

9 And he spake this parable unto certain which 
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
despised others: 

10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; — 
the one a Phar’i-see, and the other a publican. 

11 The Phar’i-see stood and prayed thus with 
himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other — 
men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as — 
this publican. : 

12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all © 
that I possess. ; 

13 And the publican, standing afar off, would 
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not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but 
smote his breast, saying, God, be thou merciful to smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to 
me a sinner. me a sinner, 

14 I say unto you, This man went down to his 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house 
house justified rather than the other: for every one justified rather than the other: for every one that 
that exalteth himself shall be humbled; but he that —exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that hum- 


humbleth himself shall be exalted. bleth himself shall be exalted. 
The Time—February-March, a.D. 30. The Place—Perea. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
DOR ee COLA YN SO ech vice v.s.a io oc'aev.s 0 c PCRSIRGEDIU 2 PTAVOrs 2 brews ua hes ee Luke 18: 1-8. 
DRLCAGAY  BLCDTUAL Uist, o> shes con e\duere » anf Him bles Prayers. ic. vie. «+s tee Luke 18: 9-14. 
BV cctesday MP CULURTY it < Uisccigi occu sha ee 8 PAILOOiwe Tavereuer .-) a Meee Luke 18: 35-43. 
PeUrRUa ye CUTiary Shc. 2 eee ees al. PLEPOU CA DI AVeE ee wip hme a, 6 otis 5 he, I Kings 8 : 33-40. 
PLGA Y AR eOTMAry SO, rey sae chon ys ek Wy nole-Heartede Pb ravers cccta. code oe Some aia Ae Ps. 119 : 145-152. 
SaLorda.ye> Heeay yr LU et oc el ee es cick Prevailing ravers ee oa, ce ae James 5: 13-20. 
SS LETIYG ag tot 6 Fa ns gil Re a aac r c Partinteul ice ra yerteeeh st cients Cs oN Cee at. Psalm 4. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES pray, but that we ought to pray. It is one of the 
2. Feared not God. A strange person to be a fundamental necessities of our life. We pray be- 


judge. He was careless about right and wrong. cause we cannot help ourselves. We must, for the 
3. Avenge me. ‘‘Do me justice.’? She wished Same reason we eat or drink or sleep or perform 
for justice, not vengeance. any of the necessary duties of life. We may travel 


5. Wear me out. A strong word meaning ‘‘to the world over, and we may find cities without 
strike under the eye.’’ The word suggests physical Walls, without kings, without schools, without the- 
violence. aters, but we will find no city where the people do 

7. His elect. His chosen people. In the Old ot pray. We pray because we are men, and not 
Testament the Jews; in the New Testament the beasts of the field. 


Christians. ‘*For what are men better than sheep or goats 

10. Went up. The Temple was on Mount That nourish a blind life within the brain, 
Moriah, and was approached by a magnificent If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 
flight of steps. Both for themselves and those who eall them 

12. Fast twice. Monday and Thursday were ob- friend? 
served as extra fast days. The law required fast- For so the whole round earth is every way 
ing on the Day of Atonement only. Lev. 16: 29. Bound by gold chains about the feet of God.’’ 
Tithes of all. See Num. 18: 21. Compare with 
Matt. 23: 23. The Pharisee tithed everything, not THE UNJUST JUDGE 
only farm crops as required. 

Luke 18: 2-5 
THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER The parable of the Unjust Judge presents us with 


Tike 1S a1 a very unattractive picture. It is like the picture 
: in the other parable on prayer found in Luke 11: 

The circumstances connected with the lesson are . 1-13, where Jesus speaks of the friend who came at 
not known to us. Jesus was on his last journey to midnight, and sought admission to his friend’s 
Jerusalem, and our lesson gives us a picture of one home. Jesus pictures the unjust judge as a hard 
of the events of this journey. The subject of and careless man, who had no regard for right or 
prayer was often on Jesus’ lips, for he wasa man _ wrong. Although he held in his keeping the wel- 
of prayer. In connection with this lesson read fare of the people, and was appointed to administer 
Luke 11: 1-13, where Jesus instructs his disciples justice, he had no sense of moral values. He 
how to pray. The disciples had watched him, and ‘‘feared not God, and regarded not man.’’ In the 
they knew that his prayer life was the secret of his city where he was supposed to administer justice 
power. They did not ask him to teach them was a poor widow who was in danger of losing all 
how to preach, to heal the sick, or to raise the dead. she had because of one who sought to take advan- 
They did say, ‘‘Lord, teach us to pray,’’ for the tage of her. Her only hope was to find justice. 
power of prayer was the secret of his life. She did not wish for anything which she did not 
Prayer with Jesus was a necessity. The parable have the right to secure. She appeared before the 
in our lesson is spoken because Jesus wished to judge frequently, saying, ‘‘Avenge me of mine ad- 
teach his disciples that they ‘‘ought always to pray, versary.’’ The judge, however, was indifferent 
and not to faint.’’ Prayer is an obligation; it is and careless, and took no interest in her ease, but 
a necessity. Jesus does not tell us that we may the persistent appealing of the widow disturbed 
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him and annoyed him. It may be she threatened 
him, for at last her persistency prevailed, and the 
unjust judge said, ‘‘Though I fear not God, nor 
regard man; yet because this widow troubleth me, 
I will avenge her, lest she wear me out by her con- 
tinual coming.’’ She kept at him; she wore out 
his patience. Her appeal was irresistible. She 
believed in the justice of her cause, and had faith 
in her own integrity, and by her fidelity to a right- 
eous purpose she obtained the victory. She is an 
example to the world of patience, of persistency, 
of undying faith. 


GOD AND PRAYER 
Luke 18: 6-8 


The judge did what 
was right, but he did it 
grudgingly. The widow 
obtained the answer to 
her prayer even though 
the judge was reluctant 
to grant her request, 
and now Jesus drew the 
conclusion: ‘‘And shall 
not God avenge his 
elect, that ery to him 
day and night, and yet 
he is longsuffering over 


them? I say unto you, 
that he will avenge 
them speedily. Never- 


theless, when the Son 
of man cometh, shall he 
fnd faith on the 
earth?’? We must not 
think that God is like 
the unjust judge. He 
is not reluctant to grant 
us our requests. He is 
more ready to hear than 
we are to ask, and Je- 
sus did not mean to sug- 
gest that if we persist 
in our entreaties and 
continue in our de- 
mands, God out of very 
weariness will accede to 
our requests and answer our prayers. This would 
be a totally untrue and unwise way of thinking 
both of God and of prayer. Jesus meant to sug- 
gest that if the widow would gain her request and 
obtain her desire from a reluctant and unjust 
judge, we shall much more obtain the answer to 
our prayer from God who is eager to help and who 
is willing to answer. God is the very opposite of 
the unjust judge. He is not reluctant, he is will- 
ing, and if the widow could obtain her request by 
persistent faith, there is high encouragement for 
us to pray to God who is ‘‘ able to save to the utter- 
most them that draw near’’ unto him. God knows 
and loves and cares, and when we understand that 
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his ear is ever open to our ery, we are encouraged 
to continue in our supplications, knowing we do 
not pray in vain, Prayer, then, depends upon the 
way we think of God. If we think God is reluc- 
tant, hard, and unwilling to answer us, then we will 
be reluctant to pray. If, on the other hand, we 
feel he is ever ready to help us, we will be eager 
to make our requests known unto him, There is a 
story told of an ignorant African woman who, when 
she first heard the missionary tell about God, who 
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, said, ‘‘There! ,1 
always told you there 
ought to be a God like 
that.’’ When we know 
God as our Father then 
prayer becomes not 
merely a necessity, but 
the natural response of 
our hearts to his love. 
Notwithstanding the 
fact that God is willing 
to give, Jesus would 
have us understand that 
faith on our part is one 
of the great conditions 
of prayer. When the 
Son of Man _ comes 
again, ‘‘shall he find 
faith on the earth’’? 
He admired and praised 
the faith of the widow 
which would not let her 
fail, and he would en- 
courage in us this same 
spirit of faith, confi- 
dence, and trust, which 
believes all things, and 
hopes all things, and 
clings to God even in 
the darkness. It is this 
faith which finally pre- 
vails. Phillips Brooks 
tells us that when he 
was walking down the 
streets in London he 
saw in one of the win- 
dows a sign announcing, 
“‘Timp prayers.’’ He said, ‘‘It described, I 
believe, a kind of prayer book in a certain kind of 
binding which was for sale there; but it brought to 
mind many a prayer to which one had listened, in 
which he could not join, out of which had been left 
the whole backbone of thought, and to which he 
could attach none of his own heart’s desires.’’ 
Prayer that is the result of faith is bold and per- 
sistent and strong. The kind of faith Jesus is 
speaking of is found in many of the prayers of the 
great men of the Church. Here is one of the pray- 
ers of Luther, and in it we discover how strong his 
faith and confidence in God were. During his bitter 
trial when he stood alone before the princes ‘and 
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priests of Europe this is how he prayed to God: 
‘“‘QO God! O God! O thou my God! Help me 
against all the wisdom of this world. Do this, I 
beseech thee; thou shouldst do this by thy own 
mighty power. . .. The work is not mine, but 
thine. I have no business here. ... I have nothing 
to contend for with these great men of the world! 
I would gladly pass my days in happiness and 
peace. But the cause is thine, ... and it is right- 
eous and everlasting! O Lord! Help me! O 
faithful and unchangeable God! I lean not upon 
man. It were vain! Whatever is of man is totter- 
ing, whatever proceeds from him must fail. My 
God! My God! Dost thou not hear? My God! 
Art thou no longer living? Nay, thou canst not 


die! Thou dost but hide thyself. Thou hast 
chosen me for this work. I know it! ... There- 
fore, O God, accomplish thine own will! Forsake 


me not, for the sake of thy well-beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, my Defense, my Buckler, and my Strong- 
hold.’’ 
THE PHARISEE 
Luke 18: 9-12 


When Jesus had told the disciples what prayer 
is, and how they should continue in prayer, he 
spoke a parable which illustrated the truth which 
he had been teaching. He gave in the parable of 
the Pharisee and the Publican two examples of 
prayer. I irst of all he showed the wrong way to 
pray. The Pharisee had no faith; his prayer did 
not reach to God. He mentioned God’s name, but 
it was only in a formal way. ‘‘The Pharisee stood 
and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, 
that I am not as the rest of men, extortioners, un- 
just, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast 
twice in the week; I give tithes of all that I get.’’ 
He did not bow before God; he stood. He did not 
pray to God; he prayed ‘‘with himself.’’ Notice 
how many times he used the word ‘‘T.’’ He was 
self-centered and self-righteous. He knew nothing 
about prayer. He knew nothing about putting his 
trust in God. His trust was all in himself and his 
prayer did not reach beyond the roof of the Tem- 
ple. There was no adoration in it, no petition. He 
wanted nothing, for he needed nothing. He praised 
himself to God. There was no confession and no 
repentance for sin. He was merely talking to him- 
self, and the only answer he wished was to hear the 
echo of his own words. His prayer did him more 
harm than good, and was an insult to God. 


THE PUBLICAN 
Luke 18: 13 


The second prayer was offered by a publican 
who, of course, was an outeast, and afraid to min- 
gle with the rest of the worshipers in the Temple. 
The priests would not acknowledge him, and so we 
see him ‘‘standing afar off.’’ He did not strike an 
attitude as did the Pharisee, but was stricken with 
contrition and humility, and ‘‘would not lift up so 
much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote his breast, 
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saying, God, be thou merciful to me a sinner.’’ It 
is a prayer expressive of the deepest need of his 
heart. He needed God, and he needed forgiveness. 
He was unworthy in the sight of God, and cast him- 
self upon the loving-kindness and the mercy of the 
God of his fathers. It was a true prayer. It was 
simple, short, and full of faith. It expressed his 
need, for prayer is always an expression of our de- 
sire. Sometimes our desires are unworthy. Some- 
times we ask for selfish things. This man, how- 
ever, desired forgiveness, and he asked for nothing 
but merey. There is a story told of Rudyard Kip- 
ling when he was very ill in America with typhoid 
fever. As he lay at the most critical stage of his 
illness the nurse saw his lips move, and, bending 
over to catch the words, she heard him whispering 
the prayer of his childhood, ‘‘ Now I lay me down 
to sleep.’’ ‘‘I beg your pardon, Mr. Kipling,’’ 
she said. ‘‘IT thought you wanted something.’’ 
‘*T do want something,’’ he replied; ‘‘my heavenly 
Father. He only can help me now.’’ Prayer is 
the expression of our need. It is a ery for help. 
It is our call in the darkness for God, and if we 
have God we have all, 


HUMILITY AND PRAYER 
Luke 18: 14 


Jesus passed judgment in the parable upon both 
of these prayers. The publican ‘‘ went down to his 
house justified’’; that is to say, his prayer was an- 
swered. 'The Pharisee went down to his house with 
his prayer unanswered, for the Pharisee was proud 
and vain, and the publican was humble and peni- 
tent, and God, answers the prayers of the humble. 
‘“Every one that exalteth himself shall be hum- 
bled; but he that humbleth himself shall be ex- 
alted.’’ If we are sufficient unto ourselves, we do 
not need to pray. If, however, we feel our own 
need and our own sense of human helplessness then 
we ery out to God, and he answers us. There is an 
old saying, ‘‘A full hand cannot take Christ,’’ and 
the greatest of all hindrances to prayer is the spirit 
of pride. A sense of the need of God is necessary 
before we feel out after him to find him. In Aus- 
tin Phelps’s little book on prayer called ‘‘ The Still 
Hour,’’ he says: ‘‘In the vestibule of St. Peter’s, 
at Rome, is a doorway, which is walled up and 
marked with a cross. It is opened but four times 
in a century. On Christmas Eve, once in twenty- 
five years, the Pope approaches it in princely state, 
with the retinue of cardinals in attendance, and be- 
gins the demolition of the door, by striking it three 
times with a silver hammer. When the passage is 
opened, the multitude pass into the nave of the 
cathedral and up to the altar, by an avenue which 
the majority of them never entered thus before, and 
never will enter thus again. Imagine that the way 
to the throne of grace were like the Porta Sancta, 
inaccessible save once in a quarter of a century. 
Conceive that it were now ten years since you, or 
I, or any other sinner, had been permitted to pray: 
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and that fifteen long years must drag themselves 
away, before we could venture again to approach 
God; and that, at the most, we could not hope to 
pray more than two or three times in a lifetime! 
With what solicitude we should wait for the coming 
of that holy day!’’ Because the door is always 
open let us not neglect to enter. ‘‘Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you.’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. What do you mean by prayer? 

2. Are we to think of God as the unjust Judge? 

3. How does the widow’s patience encourage us 
to pray? 

4. Why is God willing to answer the prayer of 
faith? 

5. Why was the Pharisee’s prayer rejected? 

6. What lessons can we learn from the publican’s — 
prayer? 

The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 8. What is sin? 


Zaccheeus © February 18, 1923 


A. Sin is disobeying God or coming short of 
what he would have us be and do. 

Q. 9. How does God look upon sin? 

A. God looks upon sin with holy displeasure and 
great sorrow; and calls upon everyone to repent, 
warning us of the consequences of sin. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Give examples of Jesus at prayer. 

2. Why is prayer necessary to success? 

3. How does belief in God as our Father encour- 
age us to pray? 

4, What lessons about prayer can we learn from 
the widow’s appeal? 

5. Why did Jesus condemn the Pharisee? 

6. What qualities did the publican’s prayer pos- 
sess? 

The Shorter Catechism 


. 8. How doth God execute his decrees? 
A. God executeth his decrees in the works of 
creation and providence. 


Lesson VII—JESUS AND ZACCHA/ZUS 


THE GOLDEN TEXT— 


“The Son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost.”— 


Luke 19: 10. 
TEXT OF LESSON, Luke 19: 1-10 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 And he entered and was passing through 
Jericho. 

2 And behold, a man ealled by name Zaccheus; 
and he was a chief publican, and he was rich. 

3 And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and 
could not for the crowd, because he was little of 
stature. 

4 And he ran on before, and climbed up into a 
sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that 
way, 

5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked 
a and said unto him, Zaccheus, make haste, and 
come down; for to-day T must abide at thy house. 

6 And he made haste, and came down, and re- 
celv we him joyfully. 

7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, say- 
ing, He is gone in to lodge with a man that is a 
sinner. 

8 And Zaccheus stood, and said unto the Lord, 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor; and if T have wrongfully exacted aught of 
any man, I restore fourfold. 

9 And Jesus said unto him, To-day is salvation 
come to this house, forasmuch as he also is a son 
of Abraham. 

10 For the Son of man came to seek and to save 
that which was lost. 


The Time—March, A.D. 30. 


AUTHORIZED VERSION 


1 And Je’sus entered and passed through 
Jer’i-cho. Y 

2 And, behold, there was a man named Zac- 
che’us, which was the chief among the publicans, 
and he was rich. 

3 And he sought to see Je’sus who he was; and 
could not for the press, because he was little of 
stature. 

4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a syco- 
more tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. 

5 And when Je’sus came to the place, he looked 
up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zac-chie’ us, 
make haste, and come down; for to ’ day I must 
abide at thy house. 

6 And he made haste, and came down, and re- 
ceived him joyfully. 

7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, say- 
ing, That he was gone to be guest with a man that 
is a sinner. 

8 And Zac-che’us stood, and said unto the Lord; 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor; and if T have taken any thing from any man 
by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 

9 And Je’sus said unto him, This day is salva- 
tion come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a 
son of A’bra-ham. 

10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost. 


The Place—Jericho. 
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DAILY HOME READINGS 
DATE TITLE REFERENCE 


MBUUATS ER EDIUARTY l2t ste aecce cess ee as eas and ZACCHBUS fe he ee ee, Ree ee cee. Luke 19: 1-10. 
mresdayy reprdary 138 al ee Greed*and ‘Tts2Punishinienty). 2) 30. | aes II Kings 5 : 20-27. 
aweancsday, Pebruary 14.0 23.0... ee The Woes of the Oppressor..........0...00. Hab. 2: 6-14. 
Brureday. MepruAryhO SLi ccd io. city Siete The Baptist and the Publicans.............. Luke 3: 7-14. 
Beraayret CHTUATY) VU. < ... ceatiais Sk leleeets Heiping: theuPootitess tesa cgirkmecbon ela wuiacon Deut. 15: 7-11. 
EY aE COLUALY Bhd es io kis clay oe leg acs'e s eV RIT CACTUALGE OW CR ee ce he tg a tg Matt; 7,7..13-20; 
Oe ARSE ES CTT ig (cd 6: RO as ne Right Living Leads to Blessing............. Pe ot lo. 

DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES ZACCHAEUS AND JESUS 

2. A chief publican. Jericho was the center of Luke 19: 3, 4 


the balsam trade as well as a frontier customhouse. 
Zaccheus was at the head of the revenue office. 

4. A sycomore tree. A fig tree with short trunk 
and spreading branches. This must not be con- 
founded with our sycamore. 

8. Fourfold. All that was required of Zaccheus 
was to restore the property and an extra fifth. 
Lev. 6: 5. 

9. A son of Abraham. Though a publican, he 
was a real Jew in descent and character. 


Zaccheus stood alone in Jericho. His only 
friends were publicans. He had doubtless heard of 
Jesus, and it had been related of him that he was 
a Friend of publicans and sinners. Zaccheus must 
have hated the priests as the priests hated and de- 
spised him, and the bitterness toward Jesus would 
tend to make him all the more interested in Jesus 
and eager to see him. There were obstacles, how- 
ever, in his way. In the first place, the crowd was 
great and he ‘‘was little of stature.’’ The crowd 

ZACCHEUS THE PUBLICAN that attended Jesus grew greater as he drew nearer 
Tuke 1921.2 to Jerusalem, and when he entered Jericho, he 
; , was in the midst of a dense multitude. There was 

_Jesus pee drawing near to Jerusalem. It was  jittle opportunity for Zaccheus to get a good look 
his last journey and he was but a few days distant 4+ Jesus. He was small and could not see over the 
from the cross. For many days he had been ap- shoulders of others, so, laying aside his dignity, 
proaching Jerusalem and a crowd had gathered jit 4 schoolboy he climbed up into a fig tree and 
around him and was accompanying him on his waited there among the widespreading branches 
journey. The passover was at hand and pilgrims — oy the procession with Jesus in the center to pass 
from Galilee and other parts of the country were by underneath. People must have wondered at this 
going forward on foot to Jerusalem, and a great 4i¢h man’s laying aside his ordinary dignity and 
multitude had joined themselves to Jesus and his reserve and climbing into the tree as a schoolboy 
disciples. In the preceding chapter, ch. 18: 36, might have done. The reason was that Zaccheus 
there is a reference to the crowd, and when Jesus wanted to see Jesus, and in his desire to see him he 
came to Jerich y the crowd was so great that in overcame all hindrances and all obstacles. 
order to see him it was bap age for Zaccheus to It is a lesson to us. If we are anxious to see 
climb a tree. Jericho was a priestly city. 7 It has Jesus we will let nothing hinder us. We will lay 
been said that there were as many priests in Jeri- aside all form and all personal pride, disdaining 
cho as in Jerusalem, In the parable of the Good tho criticism of others, and shoulder our way into 
Samaritan, the priest and the Levite were traveling ty very presence of our Lord. We must lay aside 
between Jericho and Jerusalem. The distance was every weight and every besetting sin and press for- 
only about twenty miles. There Jesus would come +4 to find Jesus. 
into opposition with the organized priesthood of 


the Temple, and there opportunity would be given AT THE HOME OF ZACCHEUS 
them to oppose him. Luke 19: 5.6 

Jericho was also a city of wealth. It was the Leo agate ar. ; 
eenter of a great export trade in balsam, and lo- The great crowd moved on, and little by little 


cated there was one of the great customhouses came closer to where Zaccheus stood in vhe tree, 
which collected taxes from this trade in balsam as_ At last the procession was moving forward under 
well as from the traffic which passed through Jeri- him and at last he caught sight of Jesus. What 
cho from Perea to Jerusalem and Egypt. Zac- would we not give if we could now see what Zac- 
cheus was at the head of this revenue-collecting cheus saw! He saw Jesus. He saw his white robe 
office. He had grown immensely rich. Either by and his long hair and his,sweet and strong and 
trading himself or by extorting taxes from others beautiful face. Suddenly Jesus stopped. He 
he had become known to everyone as a wealthy stood right under the branches of the tree, and 
man. Since he, a Jew, was in the employ of the looking up where Zaccheus was, he said, O Zac- 
Roman Government for which he collected taxes, cheus, make haste, and come down; for to- day I 
he was despised by the Jews and looked upon as a must abide at thy house.’? In a moment Zaccheus 
traitor to his own people. He was a rich publican. was on the ground at Jesus’ side. We wonder what. 
This was enough to condemn him, he said, and above all, what he thought. He was, 
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however, quick to obey, and with a glad and happy 
heart he received Jesus into his own home. 

Because Zaccheus sought to see Jesus, Jesus 
sought in turn to reveal himself to him. That is 
always Jesus’ way. He seeks those who seek him. 
If we seek him we will find him. God by his Spirit 
is ever seeking us, and when we turn to him he 
makes himself known to us. ‘‘For I know the 
thoughts that I think toward you, saith: Jehovah, 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you hope 
in your latter end. And ye shall call upon me, and 
ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken 
unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when 
ye shall search for me with all your heart.’’ 


THE CRITICAL 
PEOPLE 


Luke 19:7 


When the crowd 
saw Jesus leave them 
and go off with Zac- 
cheus to his home, 
they pointed their 
fingers at him and 
said, ‘‘He is gone in 
to lodge with a man 
that is a sinner.’’ 
That fact was 
enough to condemn 
him. They had 
heard that he pre- 
ferred the company 
of publicans to that 
of priests, and now 
they knew it to be a 
fact. He might have 
been entertained by 
some priestly digni- 
tary of the Temple, 
but he chose instead 
to be the guest of a 
man who was a social 
outcast, a sinner. 
This is still the way 
people talk. They 
think that holiness 
and purity should 
hold fellowship with only the pure. Jesus made 
friends with the sinful, and through his love and 
friendship won them out of their sin. This is the 
Christian way. Christ teaches us to love the un- 
lovely. It was Jesus who taught Father Damien to 
love the poor lepers of the Pacific. It was Jesus 
who taught David Livingstone to love the naked 
savages of Africa. It was Jesus who taught Gen- 
eral Booth of the Salvation Army to love the out- 
i: of London and to lift them up to love and 
ight. 

No one had any use for Zaccheus. No one be- 
friended him. They hated him and despised him 
and looked down upon him, and he sank lower and 
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lower until he lost faith in himself. And then 
Jesus came and Jesus loved him and trusted him, 
and Zaccheus- opened his heart to Jesus and be- 
came a new man with new motives. That is al- 
ways the way. People respond to love and trust. 
Criticism and ridicule only harm people. Trust and 
love lift them up to God. 


THE CONVERSION OF ZACCHZAUS 
Luke 19: 8, 9 


The presence of Jesus in his home completely 
changed the life of Zacchzus. 
what Jesus said to him. 


We are not told 
Indeed, it was not neces- 
sary to say anything. 
The presence of Je- 
sus was enough to 
make this rich pub- 
lican ashamed of 
himself. | Doubtless 
Jesus talked at the 
table and revealed to 
him the greatness of 
life and the goodness 

of God, and when his 
opportunity came 
Zaccheeus made known 

his change of heart. 
Ife stood up and said 

to Jesus, ‘‘ Behold, 
Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the 
poor; and if I have 
wrongfully exacted 
aught of: any man, I 
restore fourfold.’’ 
This was not a state- 
ment of what Zac- 
cheus had done, but 
what he would do 
now that the Spirit 

of God had changed 

his heart. He would 
give away half of all 

his property. He 
would distribute half 

his capital and then 

he would restore 
fourfold all he had extorted from the people. He 
had been in the habit of taking more money than 
the law allowed. He took all he could get. He 
was an extortionist. The law said that a thief 
should restore the stolen property and give in addi- 
tion one fifth the value of the goods stolen. Lev. 
6:5. Zaccheus was therefore giving more than the 
law required. He was willing to pay back four- 
fold. This was evidence of his change of heart. 
He not only confessed his sin but made restitution. 
Conversion is not a matter of words, but relates © 
to deeds and conduct and property. Here was a 
wicked man who had been selfish and cruel and 
unjust, but who was changed into a good, kind, 
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generous man, by being brought into fellowship 
with Jesus. The best way to change men’s lives 
is to introduce them to Jesus. Sin and evil die out 
of our hearts in his presence. 


THE MISSION OF JESUS 
Luke 19: 9, 10 


When Jesus heard the confession of Zaecheus, 
he was overjoyed. He had sought for and found 
Zaccheus. Zaccheus had been lost. He was a lost 
Jew and a lost man. Jesus found him and re- 
stored him to his position as a true son of Abra- 
ham and a true child of God. Jesus came into the 
world to do just this thing. He came out of eter- 
nity into time ‘‘to seek and to save that which was 
lost.’’? Zacchzeus had lost much. He had lost his 
honor, his reputation, his ideals, his peace of heart, 
his right to the respect of his fellows, and his posi- 
tion as a child of God. Jesus sought him and re- 
stored him to self-respect, to a place among men, 
and to peace with God. Dr. Jowett, in speaking 
of this text, says: ‘‘There is a wonderful alle- 
gory by Nathaniel Hawthorne, called ‘The Intelli- 
gence Office.’ Everybody who has lost anything 
makes inquiry at its door. A woman in her wedded 
life comes to ask about the lost affections of her 
courtship. An old man comes in quest of the lost 
and wasted hours of his youth. I know another 
office in which the Lord of glory sits. If I have 
lost anything of infinite value it is well for me to 
inquire at his door. He knows all about it, and he 
can tell me where and how to find it. There is no 
lost property office like the dwelling place of the 
Saviour. ‘Seek, and ye shall find.’ ’’ 


The Parable of the Pounds 
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FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 
. Where did Jesus meet Zaccheus? 
. What position did Zaccheus hold? 
. Why did he wish to see Jesus? 
. How did Jesus know he was in the tree? 
. What led to the conversion of Zaccheus? 
. How did Zaccheus show that his life had been 
changed ? 

The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 10. What are the consequences of sin? 

A. The consequences of sin are estrangement 
from God, increasing sinfulness in ourselves, in- 
jury to others, and the righteous judgments of God 
in time and in eternity. 

Q. 11. How has God provided for our salvation 
from sin? 

A. God, of his great mercy, has provided for our 
salvation from sin by the gift of his Son, Jesus 


Christ. 
FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. What sin had Zaccheus committed ? 

2. What made Zaccheus so eager to see Jesus? 

3. Why did the people object to Jesus’ going 
home with Zaccheus? 

4. How did Jesus lead Zaccheus into a new life? 

5. What evidence did he give that his life had 
been changed? 

6. What was Jesus’ mission in the world? 


SOR tO DS 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 9. What is the work of creation? 
A. The work of creation is, God’s making all 
things of nothing, by the word of his power, in the 
space of six days, and all very good. 


Lesson VIII—THE PARABLE OF THE POUNDS 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“He that is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much.”—Luke 
16: 10. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Luke 19: 11-26 
For entire lesson, see Luke 19: 11-48 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


11 And as they heard these things, he added 
and spake a parable, because he was nigh to Jeru- 
salem, and because they supposed that the kingdom 
of God was immediately to appear. 

12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went 
into a far country, to receive for himself a king- 

dom, and to return. 

___ 13 And he called ten servants of his, and gave 
_them ten pounds, and said unto them, Trade ye 
_ herewith till I come. 

14 But his citizens hated him, and sent an am- 
_bassage after him, saying, We will not that this 
man reign over us. 

15 And it came to pass, when he was come back 
again, having received the kingdom, that he com- 
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AUTHORIZED VERSION 


11 And as they heard these things, he added and 
spake a parable, because he was nigh to Je’ru- 
sa-lem, and because they thought that the king- 
dom of God should immediately appear. 

12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went 
into a far country to receive for himself a king- 
dom, and to return. 

13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered 
them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till 
I come. 

14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a mes- 
sage after him, saying, We will not have this man 
to reign over us, 

15 And it came to pass, that when he was re- 
turned, having received the kingdom, then he com- 
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manded these servants, unto whom he had given 
the money, to be called to him, that he might know 
what they had gained by trading. 

16 And the first came before him, saying, Lord, 
thy pound hath made ten pounds more, 

17 And he said unto him, Well done, thou good 
servant: because thou wast found faithful in a 
very little, have thou authority over ten cities. 

18 And the second came, saying, Thy pound, 
Lord, hath made five pounds. 

19 And he said unto him also, Be thou also over 
five cities. 

20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here 
is thy pound, which I kept laid up in a napkin: 

21 For I feared thee, because thou art an austere 
man: thou takest up that which thou layedst not 
down, and reapest that which thou didst not sow. 

22 He saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth 
will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou 
knewest that I am an austere man, taking up that 
which I laid not down, and reaping that which I 
did not sow; 

23 Then wherefore gavest thou not my money 
into the bank, and I at my coming should have re- 
quired it with interest? 

294 And he said unto them that stood by, Take 
away from him the pound, and give it unto him 
that hath the ten pounds. 

25 And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten 
pounds. 

26 I say unto you, that unto every one that hath 
shall be given; but from him that hath not, even 
that which he hath shall be taken away from him. 


The Time—March, a.pD. 30. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


The Parable of the Pounds 


February 25, 1923 


manded these servants to be called unto him, to 
whom he had given, the money, that he might know 
how much every man had gained by trading. 

16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound 
hath gained ten pounds. 

17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good serv- 
ant: because thou hast been faithful in a very lit- 
tle, have thou authority over ten cities. 

18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy 
pound hath gained five pounds. 

19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also 
over five cities. 

20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, 
here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a 
napkin: 

21 For I feared thee, because thou art an aus- 
tere man: thou takest up that thou layedst not 
down, and reapest that thou didst not sow. 

22 And he saith unto him, Out of thine own 
mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. 
Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking 
up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did 
not sow: 

23 Wherefore then gavest not thou my money 
into the bank, that at my coming I might have re- 
quired mine own with usury? | 

24, And he said unto them that stood by, Take 
from him the pound, and give it to him that hath 
ten pounds. 

25 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten 
pounds. ) 

26 For I say unto you, That unto every one 
which hath shall be given; and from him that hath 
not, even that he hath shall be taken away from 
him, 


The Place—Jericho. 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, February’ 19%... se as enn oe es Using iorvLosing (Our Giltas a. «6. eee ee en Luke 19: 11-26. 
Tuesday, February. 200) ovate eee The alah ts © ise ee coke wr adebie ee bale <a ae Matt. 25: 14-29. 
Wednesday, February 21... .0. 5.05 eh eneee ess SEBWATOR O10 Lie. kW ont ete ots are wala ohate on Rom. 3: 1-4. 
Thursday, February 22 2.9.55. «te ee ale leet Stewards tot the Gosped- wie sacs sos fete aoe I Cor. 4: 1-5. 
Friday, February (20.2. #08 os ae eee eee Stewards of sGrac@uswn ee cantante ey aoe I Peter 4: 7-11. 
Saturday, February 24.........eeceeseesees The Standard of Stewardship............... Luke 12: 41-48. 
Sunday, February 25. 6.300. 05 esis se eee e's Walking in’ Integrity....¢54- .siss v.40 ace en ne Psalm 26. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


11. Nigh to Jerusalem. Probably Jericho, the 
home of Zaccheus, about twenty miles from Jeru- 
salem. 

13. Ten pounds. See Revised Version margin. 
The Greek mina was not a coin, but a sum of 
money, equal to one hundred drachmas, worth about 
sixteen dollars, 

20. In a napkin. The money was not used. 
Treasure was frequently hidden away for safety. 


POUNDS AND TALENTS 


The story of the lesson is called the ‘‘ Parable 
of the Pounds.’’ If you will read Matt. 25: 


14-30, you will discover the story of another para- 
ble which is known as the ‘‘Parable of the 
Talents.’’ At the first reading they seem to be 
very much alike, but when we begin to study them 
there are great differences between them. Some of 
the differences between the two parables may be 
pointed out. In the first place, the pound was a 
small sum of money, valued in our money at about 
sixteen dollars. The talent was worth sixty times 
as much as the pound. In the parable of the 
Pounds the money was distributed to ten different 
people, and each received the same amount. In 
the parable of the Talents the reward for faithful- 
ness is the same, but different rewards are given to 
those who have faithfully used the money intrusted 


' was there the rich 
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to them. In the parable of the Pounds persons 
representing rebellious citizens are present. Luke 
19: 14, 27. The two parables were spoken to dif- 
ferent audiences, and had different purposes. The 
parable of the Talents was spoken to the disciples 
to encourage them to loyalty and fidelity. The 
parable of the Pounds was spoken to the multitude 
and to the various groups of people who sur- 
rounded Jesus on his last journey to Jerusalem. 
The study of these two parables will lead us to 
see how versatile Jesus was. He did not always 
say the same things in the same way. While we 
find him frequently teaching the same truths he 
always used fresh pictures, often making clear his 
message by changing his figures of speech and his 
illustrations. 


THE OCCASION OF THE PARABLE 
Luke 19: 11 

The parable of the Pounds was probably spoken 
in the house of Zac- 
eheus. If we re- 
call the story of the 
lesson of last Sun- 
day we will remem- 
ber that Jesus had 
gone home to be 
the guest of Zac- 
cheus. While he 


publican had con- 
fessed conversion 
and had become a 
new man in the 
presence of Jesus. 
We may suppose 
Jesus was still in 
the home of Zac- 
cheus, perhaps at 
the table, with the 
people crowded in 
the open court, 
both friends and 
enemies being present, listening to the conver- 
sation and the teaching of our Lord. Jesus 
doubtless knew the history of Jericho, and uses it 
to make plain his message. After the death of 
Herod I, Archelaus, his younger son, inherited the 
Kingdom of Judea with the title of king. He was 
very unpopular and his appointment to that high 
position was resented by the people of Judea. 
Archelaus made a trip to Rome to have his ap- 
pointment confirmed by Tiberius, the Roman em- 
peror. The people of Judea were so wrought up 
and resentful at his appointment that they sent an 
embassage of fifty persons to Rome to oppose his 
appointment, but they failed in their opposition, 
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and Archelaus returned to Judea as king over that ~ 


land. He built in Jericho a magnificent palace, 
and there he made his headquarters. We cannot 
read this story without feeling that Jesus had in 
the back of his mind this history, and as we read 
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the story we will discover the points of similarity 
between the parable and the history. 


THE TEN POUNDS 
Luke 19: 12-14 


The ‘‘certain nobleman’’ who distributed the 
pounds to his retainers refers doubtless to Arche- 
laus, the king of Judea, whose story has just been 
told. In the parable, however, the nobleman is 
Jesus himself, who in a few days was to pass 
through the gates of death into that far country 
which we call heaven. He had his death clearly in 
mind, and before his going he was offering the 
treasure of the gospel to all within the reach of his 
voice. There is no meaning in the fact that he 


distributed the pounds among ten servants, and we 
will discover that only three of the ten made 
definite reports to their lord. 


He gave ten pounds 
to ten servants, 
one to each. The 
pound represents 
the treasure of 
the gospel which 
Jesus gave to his 
disciples, or serv- 
ants, to multiply 
by giving it to the 
world. The gos- 
pel is the same to 
rich and _ poor, 
to bond and free, 
to faithful and 
unfaithful alike. 
The same com- 
mand was given 
to each, They 
were to trade with 
that which was in- 
trusted to them. 
They were to enter 
into business and 

to trade and make use of their treasure. There 

is, however, in the parable a suggestion of opposi- 
tion and hatred. There were citizens who rebelled 
against their lord, and said, ‘We will not that 
this man reign over us.’’ We recall that this was 
what the people said concerning Archelaus when 
they sent their protest to Rome. Ina similar way 
this was what the people said concerning Jesus. 
This was the sin of the citizens to whom Jesus had 
come with the gospel message. They said, ‘‘We 
will not have him to rule over us.’’ And it was on 
account of this rebellious spirit that he was con- 
demned and crucified. Jesus, too, took his journey 
into a far country, and like Archelaus he had his 
claim to the Kingdom confirmed. He rose again 
from the dead, a conqueror crowned with all power, 
and after his resurrection claimed the homage of 
those who had disowned and defied him. In his 
first sermon Peter, the apostle, said to these same 
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rebellious citizens: ‘‘ Ye men of Israel, hear these 
words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God 
unto you by mighty works and wonders and signs 
which God did by him in the midst of you, even as 
ye yourselves know; him, being delivered up by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
by the hand of lawless men did crucify and slay: 
whom God raised up, having loosed the pangs of 
death: because it was not possible that he should 
be holden of it.’’ 


TEN POUNDS MORE 
Luke 19: 15-17 


The judgment meted out to the disobedient citi- 
zens by Archelaus, King of Judea, was sure. He 
delayed, but his delay did not interfere with the 
certainty of his return. There is something of the 
spirit of sternness and judgment in the parable. 
Jesus represented himself as returning to those who 
had denied and defied him, and to those who had 
accepted and received him, and calling them unto 
him, that he might know what they had gained by 
trading. The gospel is given to us as a, treasure. 
We are expected to use it to engage in religious 
undertakings, and to bring forth fruit as proof 
of our faith. There are many Christians who do 
not understand that there is responsibility attached 
to the acceptance of Christ. We are meant to 
‘‘trade’’ with the gospel. We are expected to be 
busy in the interests of the Kingdom. Dr. Gren- 
fell of the Labrador Mission was brought to Christ 


through the influence of the evangelist, Mr. Moody, 


and years afterwards when Dr. Grenfell told Mr. 
Moody of the influence he had had upon his life 
he was immediately asked by the great evangelist, 
‘‘What have you been doing since?’’ That is the 
test of faith. Not he who says, ‘‘Lord, Lord,’’ 
shall enter the Kingdom of heaven, but he that 
doeth the will of God. These servants had received 
some treasure. Each had received a pound, which 
means each one had accepted the gospel message 
for himself. The use, however, which they made 
of the gospel was not the same. One had gained 
ten pounds through trading, and another had 
gained five pounds, and unto each there was given 
a corresponding reward. Great service received 
great reward. Those who had sacrificed much, and 
served much obtained much. The spiritual life is 
not a life on the dead level, but one of interesting 
variety, and he who loves much and serves much, 
receives much, The Christian life is a life of 
service. ‘‘A man once rose in one of Mr. Moody’s 
meetings and gave his experience. ‘I have been 
for five years on the Mount of Transfiguration.’ 
‘How many souls did you lead to Christ last year?’ 
was the sharp question that came from Mr. Moody, 
in an instant. 
tonished reply. ‘Have you led any?’ persisted Mr. 
Moody. ‘I don’t know that I have,’ answered the 
man. ‘Well,’ said Mr. Moody, ‘we don’t want 
that kind of mountain-top experience. When a 
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man gets so high that he can’t reach down and 
save poor sinners, there is something wrong.’ ’’ 


FIVE POUNDS MORE 
Luke 19: 18, 19 


The Christian life is a life of service, but not all 
Christians perform equal service. One to whom 
one pound had been given gained ten pounds, and 
he was given authority over ten cities. Another 
servant, however, gained only five pounds, and he 
was given authority over five cities. His service 
was only half as faithful, and half as successful 
as his fellow servant’s, who gained ten pounds. He 
gained a lesser reward because his service was less 
faithful. It is a challenging suggestion. There is 
a first best, and there is a second best. 


‘‘God has his best things for the few, 
Who dare to stand the test; 
God has his second choice for those 
Who will not have the best.’’ 


The Bible is full of examples of men and women 
who did not attain unto the highest, but were sat- 
isfied with an ordinary, commonplace life, and 
whose reward was, therefore, ordinary and com- 
monplace. Abraham chose the best, and was given 
authority, as it were, over ten cities. On the other 
hand, his nephew Lot, with equal or even greater 
opportunity, failed in his service, and gained cor- 
respondingly less. The ten disciples met with our 
Lord on the first Easter Day, and entered into the 
priceless possession of faith, but Thomas, the 
doubter, missed the opportunity, and received only 


~a. belated blessing. Just as service is rewarded in 


‘Well, I don’t know,’ was the as- © 


30 


this world, so service for God is rewarded in the 
spiritual world. - Mr. Moody tells the story of a 
dream. He says: *“A°man dreamed that when he 
died he was taken by the angels to a beautiful tem- 
ple. After admiring it for a time, he discovered 
that one stone was missing. It was all finished 
but just one little stone, that was left out. He 
said to the angel, ‘ What is this stone left out for?’ 
The angel replied, ‘That was left out for you, but 
you were waiting to do great things, and so this 
was never finished.’ He was startled and awoke, 
and resolved that he would become a faithful 
worker for God in little things. ’’ 


- THE POUND IN A NAPKIN 
Luke 19: 20-26 


The third servant who was called to give an ac- 
count of the business in which he had been en- 
gaged during his lord’s absence told a strange 
story. He brought the same pound that had been 
given him and which he had tied up in a napkin, 
and presented it to his master. We wonder whether 
he was really honest in what he did, or had just 
been neglectful and careless. He said to his mas- 
ter, ‘‘For I feared thee, because thou art an 
austere man: thou takest up that which thou 
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layedst not down, and reapest that which thou didst 
not sow.’? His lord looked at him and said: ‘Out 
of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked 
servant. Thou knewest that 1 am an austere man, 
taking up that which I laid not down, and reaping 
that which I did not sow; then wherefore gavest 
thou not my money into the bank, and I at my 
coming should have required it with interest?’’ 
The servant who had gained ten pounds was per- 
mitted to keep even the pound which had been given 
him by his lord. This was true also of him who 
had gained five pounds, but the man who had 
safely guarded his pound without using it lost even 
the pound that had been given him. The master 
said, ‘‘ Take away from him the pound, and give it 
unto him that hath the ten pounds.’’ ‘‘And they 
said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.’’ In the 
spiritual life neglect is wickedness. All we need to 
do to lose that which we have been given by the 
Spirit of God is to pay no attention to it, to wrap it 
up in a napkin, as it were, and lay it out of our sight. 
If we neglect the culture of the soul the same 
thing will happen to us that happens to the farm 
that is neglected. A farm that has been neglected 
is overgrown with weeds and becomes a refuge for 
every wild thing. It is not necessary that we 
should talk against the church. All we need to do 
is to stay away from it. We do not need to dis- 
believe in prayer. All we need to do is not to pray, 
and very soon prayer and faith in God and victory 
over sin will die and pass out of our lives. 


REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS 
Luke 19: 27 


It is necessary for us to read v. 27 in order to 
complete the parable. Without this verse the les- 
son is not complete, for the last verse of the lesson 
reveals the fact that judgment is meted out to 
those who have been the enemies of their lord, and 
who have rebelled against his authority. Some of 
the servants received great rewards; some, less; 
some, punishment. The note of disaster contained 
in the last verse referred doubtless to the coming 
destruction of Jerusalem, but disaster and over- 
throw come to all those who oppose Jesus Christ, 
the Lord. Their ‘‘pound’’ is taken away from 
those who have neglected their religious life. The 
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musician who fails to practice lessens his power to 
play or sing. The athlete who neglects to train 
lessens the control of his muscles. The Christian 
who neglects prayer and service lessens the power 
to serve. ‘‘I say unto you,’’ said Jesus, ‘‘ that 
unto every one that hath shall be given; but from 
him that hath not, even that which he hath shall 
be taken away from him.’’ On the other hand, 
those who are rebellious, rather than indifferent, 
suffer not only the loss of the reward, but the pun- 
ishment that comes to evil, for sin and punishment 
are inseparably bound together. ‘‘The wages of 
sin is death.’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1, What historic event may Jesus have been 
thinking about when he told this parable? 

2. How many different persons were interested 
in the nobleman’s departure? 

3. Why was Jesus like the nobleman? 

4. What reward came to those who used their 
pound rightly? 

5. What happened to the man who kept his pound 
and did not use it? 

6. What punishment was meted out to those who 
were enemies? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 12. Who is Jesus Christ? 
A. Jesus Christ is God’s eternal and only 
begotten Son who humbled himself to become man, 
and so is God and man. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. Wherein do the parables of the Pounds and 
the Talents differ? 

2. Why did Jesus tell this story? 

3. Why is the gospel message the same to all 
who receive it? 

4, Are spiritual rewards always equal? 

5. Explain what v. 26 means. 

6. Who are our Lord’s enemies? 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 10. How did God create man? 
A. God created man male and female, after his 
own image, in knowledge, righteousness, and holi- 
ness, with dominion over the creatures. 


Lesson IX—JESUS TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE 


THE GOLDEN TEXT— 


“Render unto Cesar the things that are Czsar’s, and unto God the 


things that are God’s.”—Luke 20: 25. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Luke 20: 19-26; 21: 1-4 
For entire lesson, see Luke, chs. 20, 71 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
Ch. 20: 19 And the scribes and the chief priests 


AUTHORIZED VERSION 
Ch. 20: 19 § And the chief priests and the 


sought to lay hands on him in that very hour; and scribes the same hour sought to lay hands on him; 
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they feared the people: for they perceived that he and they feared the people: for they perceived that 
spake this parable against them. he had spoken this parable against them. ; 
20 And they watched him, and sent forth spies, 20 And they watched him, and sent forth spies, 
who feigned themselves to be righteous, that they which should feign themselves just men, that they 
might take hold of his speech, so as to deliver him might take hold of his words, that so they might 
up to the rule and to the authority of the governor. deliver him unto the power and authority of the 
21 And they asked him, saying, Teacher, we governor. 
know that thou sayest and teachest rightly, and 21 And they asked him, saying, Master, we know 
acceptest not the person of any, but of a truth that thou sayest and teachest rightly, neither ac- 


teachest the way of God: ceptest thou the person of any, but teachest the 
22 Ts it lawful for us to give tribute unto Cesar, way of God truly: 

or not? 92 Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto 
23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said Cw’sar, or no? 

unto them, 23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said 
24 Show me a denarius. Whose image and su- unto them, Why tempt ye me? 

perscription hath it? And they said, Ceesar’s. — 24, Shew me a penny. Whose image and super- 


25 And he said unto them, Then render unto scription hath it? They answered and said, Cx’- 
Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, and unto God _ sar’s. 
the things that are God’s. ' 25 And he said unto them, Render therefore 
26 And they were not able to take hold of the unto Cexe’sar the things which be Ce’sar’s, and unto 
saying before the people: and they marvelled at his God the things which be God’s. 


answer, and held their peace. 26 And they could not take hold of his words 
before the people: and they marvelled at his an- 
% * % ¥ % swer, and held their peace. 
* * * * * 


Ch. 21: 1 And he looked up, and saw the rich Ch. 21: 1 And he looked up, and saw the rich 
men that were casting their gifts into the treasury. men casting their gifts into the treasury. 


2 And he saw a certain poor widow casting in 2 And he saw also a certain poor widow casting 
thither two mites. in thither two mites. 

3 And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, This 3 And he said, Of a truth I say unto’ you, that 
poor widow cast in more than they all: this poor widow hath cast in more than they all: 

4 For all these did of their superfluity cast in 4. For all these have of their abundance cast in 
unto the gifts; but she of her want did cast in all unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury 
the living that she had. hath cast in all the living that she had. 

The Time—Tuesday, April 4, A.p. 30. The Place —Jerusalem. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, February 2644 0.5 sie <0 tis pare nea os Wisdom’s » AnSwet. os (5 00,6 sone asl aid Sys eee le Luke 20: 1-8. 
Tneaday, February. 2). o> oneness sce ect sie Rejecting) the, Lett vtec 1 can ca ol saster ees Luke 20: 9-16. 
Wednesday, February 28.......5..00+s000-- Giving God His OW. oo ioe ccsvem nus oils ans oe Luke 20 : 19-26. 
Thursday, March 1 ......+-..ss ees eee cence Giving One’s Living... ..........0. ees eeee. Luke 21: 1-4. 
Friday; Marcha ergata tte te ota bite ite The) Tenth Belongs’ to "God oor ns ee ee Lev. 27 : 28-34. 
Saturday, March. Bisin.sciie's la steletd autheiin deldiele nin The! Christian: Ofieringlae 2: aaa eee ee eee I Cor. 16: 1-4. 
Sunday,.. Marchiy4 juss chistes se cls camino’ ops suiee The Rejected One Shall Reign.............. Psalm 2. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES day of the week in which Jesus was crucified. In 
Ch. 20: 20. Governor. Pilate. The Jews wished our last lesson Jesus was approaching Jerusalem. 
to transfer the guilt to the Romans. He arrived in Bethany at the home of Mary and 
22. Tribute. A head tax paid by all alien sub- Martha some time before the Jewish Sabbath, and 
jects of Rome. Judas the Zealot had raised a re- there Mary broke the alabaster box, and Judas 


bellion on this very subject. criticized her action. The next day was Sunday, 
24. Denarius. A silver coin worth nearly seven- April 2, A.D. 30. We eall it ‘‘Palm Sunday.’’ 
teen cents. Jesus, followed by a triumphal procession, entered 
Ch. 21: 2. Two mites. The smallest sum lawful Jerusalem, and looked around at all that was hap- 
for anyone to give. pening, preparatory to the passover. In the evening 
he returned to Bethany. On Monday he again 

BETWEEN THE LESSONS went to Jerusalem, and there took place the second 


ol oe lesson to-day introduces us to the last events cleansing of the Temple. Tuesday was a day of 
in the last week of the earthly life of Jesus. We great activity. It was his final contest with the 
place the events recorded in this lesson on the Tues- Pharisees. It was the last opportunity the people 
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had to hear him and to accept the gospel message. 
The events of this busy day are recorded in the 
book of Luke, from the twentieth chapter to the 
sixth verse of the twenty-second chapter. The les- 
son to-day belongs to the events of this busy Tues- 
day of Passion Week. Jesus was only three days 
from the cross. He had incurred the bitter enmity 
of the Jewish leaders and knew perfectly well that 
the end could not be deferred. He was face to 
face with death, and yet he never swerved from the 
path of loyalty and truth. 


THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES 
Luke 20: 19 


The lesson begins by stating that the scribes and 
chief priests sought to lay hands 
upon Jesus. Their anger drove 
them to action, and yet they 
dared not go forward to fulfill 
their dark design because they 
feared the people. The reason 
for their anger lay in the fact 
that Jesus had just finished tell- 
ing them the parable of the 
Wicked Husbandmen, and they 
knew that he had told the parable 
for their sakes. In order to 
understand their feeling it is nec- 
essary to read the parable, which 
immediately precedes the lesson, 
Luke 20: 9-18. It is the story of 
a man who planted a vineyard 
and left it in the hands of hus- 
bandmen while he went into a far 
country. When the fruit was 
ready he sent a servant to gather 
the fruit, but the husbandmen 
beat the servant and ‘‘sent him 
away empty.’’ They did the 
same with the second messenger, 
and the third, and finally when 
the son of* the owner was sent 


they said, ‘‘This is the heir; let 


us kill him,’’ and they cast him 

forth out of the vineyard and 

killed him. Jesus went on to say that the lord 
of the vineyard would destroy the husbandmen 
and give the vineyard to others. The meaning of 
the parable was very plain. God was represented 
by the lord of the vineyard. He had sent his 
prophets and servants, and the Jews had shame- 
fully treated them, and then finally he had sent his 
Son, and him they were about to crucify. There 
could be no doubt as to what the parable meant, 
and the priests, scribes, and elders of the Jews were 
hot with anger against Jesus because he dared to 
charge them with their disloyalty to God. It is 
a strange thing that the most bitter enemies of our 
Lord were the very men who should have been his 
most devoted friends. They were the leaders of 
Their attitude makes us ask the ques- 
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tion, ‘‘ What is true religion?’’ Jesus defined re- 
ligion as a life which expresses itself in love and in 
good works. Jesus came to love the world and to 
redeem the world, but the religious leaders of the 
Jews hated him because his spirit was not their 
spirit, and they cast him out. It is interesting to 
note that the great mass of the people were still 
loyal to Jesus, and their attitude to him made it 
impossible for the priests and scribes openly to 
attack Jesus and accomplish his death. 


SPYING ON JESUS 
Luke 20: 20-25 


Since they were not able to lay hands upon Jesus 
they sought to entangle him, and effect his down- 


igo Meith 
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fall and overthrow by indirect means. They 
watched him, spied upon him, and pretended to be 
interested in him and sympathetic toward him, in 
order that they might trap him in something he 
might say, and then deliver him over to the au- 
thority of the Roman governor. One of the. great 
questions that provoked discussion was the ques- 
tion of loyalty to the rule of the Roman governor. 
Judea was a Roman provinee, and although the Jew- 
ish council controlled the religious life of the coun- 
try the power of life and death had been taken 
from them. No one could be put to death except 
as judgment had been passed upon him by the 
Roman court. The Jewish leaders hated this Ro- 
man rule, and again and again men had risen up 
and taken up arms against the Roman power. 
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Many thought that Jesus was such a leader, and 
that sooner or later he would raise a rebellion 
against Rome and restore the Jews to their right- 
ful authority. The priests and scribes were will- 
ing to make a charge of disloyalty against Jesus 
in order to effect his overthrow. ‘They were mean 
enough to pursue worldly methods in order to gain 
their end. They approached Jesus in a flattering 
way. ‘They said, ‘‘ We know that thou sayest and 
teachest rightly, and acceptest not the person of 
any, but of a truth teachest the way of God.’’ 
Then they asked the critical question, ‘‘Is it lawful 
for us to give tribute unto Cesar, or not?’’ To 
agree to pay tribute to Rome would convey the idea 
of disloyalty to the Jewish ideal. To oppose the 
government of Rome was to subject oneself to the 
charge of rebellion. 


THE DENARIUS 


rectly in either way would have involved Jesus in 
difficulty, but he was too shrewd to be trapped, and 
refused to give a ‘‘yes’’ or ‘‘no’’ answer to the 
question. He asked for the coin of the realm, and 
inquired what superseription it bore, and they con- 
fessed that the stamp of Cesar’s image was upon 
it. They were using it, buying and selling with it, 
living under the law of Rome, protected by Rome. 
The conclusion was inevitable. Jesus accepted the 
situation and replied, ‘‘Render unto Cesar the 
things that are Cxsar’s.’’ If he had said no more 
they would have accomplished their purpose of 
charging Jesus with disloyalty to God, but Jesus 
had not finished his answer, ‘‘and unto God the 
things that are God’s.’’ There is another king- 
dom than Cesar’s, the Kingdom of God, and loy- 
alty to the one did not interfere with loyalty to the 
other. Patriotism and religion go hand in hand. 
The Church and the State both command the un- 
divided loyalty of the heart. It was a wonderful 
answer, and it contains the secret of our religious 
liberty. Andrew Melville, the Scotch preacher, 
said to James VI when the king was seeking to 
control and command the Church: ‘‘ Man, I tell you 
there are two kings and two kingdoms in Scotland. 
There is Christ Jesus and his Kingdom, the Church, 
whose subject King James VI is, and of whose 
Kingdom he is not a king, nor a lord, nor a head, 
but a member.’’ Jesus would not be entangled 
with the policy of any party. He was not bound 
to any class or to any section of the people. He 
was loyal to his country, but he was also loyal to 
God the Father. 

All Christians to-day should follow his example 
of loyalty to God and to the nation. 
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THE WONDER OF THE PEOPLE 
Luke 20: 26 


Jesus’ answer was not only tactful, but it was 
true, and the story tells us that the seribes and 
priests who had sought to entrap him were unable 
to find anything in the answer upon which they 
could lay hold, and the outcome of all their trick- 
ery was that ‘‘they marvelled at his answer, and 
held their peace.’’? The attitude of Jesus to the 
eritical questioning of the priests during the re- 
markable events of Tuesday of Passion Week re- 
veals to us the fact that Jesus was supreme not only 
in the moral world, but in the intellectual world. 
It is a mistake to think that the supremacy of 
Jesus does not belong to the mind as well as to the 
heart. The events of our lesson show us that 
Jesus was intellectually brilliant, and that he had 
the ability to overthrow any argument of the 
shrewdest and the wisest men who opposed him. 
God means us to devote to him our mind as well 
as our heart, and the world needs to-day, as it has 
always needed, men of brilliant intellectual gifts 
who will use their gifts, not for selfish purposes, 
but as a means to bring in the Kingdom of God. 
Jesus was the intellectual as well as the moral Mas- 
ter of the men who surrounded him. ‘They ques- 
tioned him and he answered them and silenced 
them, and finally when they were through with their 
questioning he asked them a question which they 
were unable to answer. Luke 20: 41-44. The 
principle which Jesus announced is eternally true. 
We owe allegiance to the constituted authority of 
the country, but we also owe allegiance to God. 


“OVER AGAINST THE TREASURY” 
Luke 21:1 


The verses of the lesson pass by other controver- 
sial questions which were propounded to Jesus by 
the Jewish leaders. The Sadducees asked Jesus a 
strange and critical question about the resurrec- 
tion, and Jesus answered it in the same wonderful 
way in which he answered the other question about 
politics, and when he silenced them, he asked them - 
a question concerning their interpretation of the 
Bible which they were unable to answer. Luke 20: 
27-40. After he had issued the terrible warning 
against the attitude of those who sought to entan- 
gle him, he entered the Temple and watched the 
people as they came and went in the house of God. 
From the atmosphere of criticism he returned to 
the quiet of the Temple, and there he sat down 
‘Cover against the treasury.’? He might have sat 
elsewhere; he might have taken his place beside 
the altar, or near the golden candlesticks, but he 
chose to sit over against the treasury. He sat 
down beside the thirteen metal, trumpet-shaped re- 
ceptacles into. which the benevolences of the people 
were cast. These thirteen chests challenged the 
generosity of the people. Into these thirteen metal 
receptacles they cast their offerings for the Tem-~ 
ple. ‘‘Nine chests were for the appointed Temple 


Lesson IX 


tribute, and for the sacrifice tribute, that is, money 
gifts instead of sacrifices; four chests for freewill 
offerings, for wood, incense, Temple decoration, 
and burnt offerings.’’ The treasury was a place 
of great human interest. Jesus watched how the 
people cast in their money. It was not the amount 
that interested him, but the manner in which the 
contribution was made. We are surprised when 
we read in the Gospels how frequently Jesus spoke 
about money and wealth. In the Gospel of Luke, 
which we have been studying, we have many exam- 
ples of this attitude. We have the story of the 
Rich Fool, and the story of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus, and the incident of the rich young ruler’s 
coming to Jesus. Last week we studied the para- 
ble of the Pounds and the week before we had the 
story of Zaccheus, the rich man who gave his heart 
to God. Jesus was interested in the way in which 
the rich cast their gifts into the treasury. There 
were rich men in those days and they did not for- 
get their religion. This is not the only age in 
which rich men give religion a great place in their 
lives. The Temple of that day was one of the most 
beautiful things in the world. There were no 
deficits in the treasury of the Temple. We read 
that in the time of Pompey after all expenses were 
paid there was left in the treasury two and one half 
million dollars in gold. The Jews did not live in 
gilded houses and worship in a Temple less beau- 
tiful than their own homes. The precious vessels 
of the Temple were valued at over two million dol- 
lars. Into this Temple treasury that was over- 
flowing in its benevolences, Jesus watched the rich 
men casting in of their abundance. Jesus did not 
condemn the rich, They gave out of their super- 
 fluity, but they gave according to the program of 
their religion. They gave systematically and ac- 


THE MITE 


cording to a well-thought-out program. They gave 
one tenth of their income to the Lord. It was the 
program that is outlined in the Old Testament 
where God claims the first fruits of all the in- 
crease, and the tithe as his own. If we would fol- 
low that same program that the rich of those days 
_ followed our budget would be more than oversub- 
- seribed and the Kingdom of God would not be de- 


layed. 
THE TWO MITES 
Luke 21: 2-4 


Although Jesus was interested in the giving of 
_the rich he was attracted to one who cast in more 
than all the rest. She was a poor, nameless widow. 
She never knew that she would be immortalized. 
She did not know that she was observed. She 
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cast in only two mites. She may have placed 
her contribution in the widows’ and orphans’ 
fund, or perhaps in the fund which kept 
the incense burning in the Temple as a sweet- 
smelling savor, the symbol of her prayer unto God. 
Jesus commends her and immortalizes her, not be- 
cause of the amount of the money which she gave, 
but on account of the spirit in which it was given, 
for the measure of her giving was not in what she 
gave, but in what she had left. She had given far 
beyond a tenth and had given out of her poverty 
not ten but one hundred per cent. She had far 
outclassed the rich who had given out of their su- 
perfluity, and had set an example that would chal- 
lenge the heart of the Christian Church for all time. 
Jesus himself was giving all he had. He had been 
rich, but for our sakes had become poor, that we 
through his poverty might become rich. It was be- 
cause of the widow’s approach to his own spirit 
that Jesus was gladdened as he saw this nameless 
woman casting in all her living. He still watches. 
Let us pray that he may commend and not con- 
demn. Let us pray that we may give not that 
others may see and praise, but that he alone may 
know and understand. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Where in Jesus’ life do the events of this les- 
son take place? 

2. What did his enemies wish to do with Jesus? 

3. What difficult question did they ask him? 

4. How did Jesus show that he was a true 
patriot ? 

5. Did Jesus condemn the rich? 

6. Why did he especially commend the widow’s 
gift? 

The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 13. How did Jesus Christ become man? 

A. Jesus Christ became man by being born of the 
Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea, as it had been 
foretold; and his name was e¢alled Jesus, which 
means Saviour, because he was to save his people 
from their sins. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Give the events between this lesson and the 
last. 

2. What had Jesus said to anger the scribes and 
priests? 

3. What trap did they lay for him? 

4. What was the effect of Jesus’ answer upon 
the priests? 

5. Why was Jesus interested im the treasury? 

6. In what respect is the widow an example to 
us ? 

The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 11. What are God’s works of providence? 

A. God’s works of providence are, his most holy, 
wise, and powerful preserving and governing all his 
creatures, and all their actions. 
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JESUS IN GETHSEMANE 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
that he might bring us to God.”—TI Peter 3: 18. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Luke 22: 39-48, 54 
For entire lesson, see Luke, ch. 22 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


39 And he came out, and went, as his custom 
was, unto the mount of Olives, and the disciples 
also followed him. 

40 And when he was at the place, he said unto 
them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. 

41 And he was parted from them about a stone *S 
cast; and he kneeled down and prayed, 

42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove 
this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but 
thine, be done. 

43 And there appeared unto him an angel from 
heaven, strengthening him. 

44 And being in an agony he prayed more ear- 
nestly; and his sweat became as it were great drops 
of blood falling down upon the ground. 

45 And when he rose up from his prayer, he 
came unto the disciples, and found them sleeping 
for sorrow, 

46 And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation. 

47 While he yet spake, behold, a multitude, and 
he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went 
before them; and he drew near unto Jesus to kiss 
him. 

48 But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest 
thou the Son of man with a kiss? 

% * % * * 


54 And they seized him, and led him away, and 
brought him into the high priest’s house. But 
Peter followed afar off. 


The Time—Thursday night, A.D. 30. 


AUTHORIZED VERSION 


39 § And he came out, and went, as he was wont, 
to the mount of Ol’ives; and his disciples also fol- 
lowed him. 

40 And when he was at the place, he said unto 
them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. 

41 And he was withdrawn from them about a 
stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, 

42, Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove 
this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but 
thine, be done. 

43 And there appeared an angel unto him from 
heaven, strengthening him. 

44, And being in an agony he prayed more ear- 
nestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground. 

45 And when he rose up from prayer, and was 
come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for 
sorrow, 

46 And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and 
pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 

47 § And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, 
and he that was called Ju’das, one of the twelve, 
went before them, and drew near unto Je’sus to 
kiss him. 

A But Je’sus said unto him, Ju’das, betrayest 
thou the Son of man with a kiss? 

* * * * * : 
54 9 Then took they him, and led him, and 


brought him into the high priest’s house. And 
Pe’ter followed afar off. 


The Place—Gethsemane. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, March 8.6 sce. . 2.005 s cewis oe one ees Jesus.in Gethsemane.........0see-eececeess Luke 22 : 39-48. 
Tuesday, March 6 .........2ceeeescecececes The Suffering High Priest.........-+.++++-- Heb. 5: 1-10. 
Wednesday, March 7........0.-eereeecceess An Example of Obedience.......-.+++++++:> Ps. 40: 6-10. 
Thursday, March 8........ee-eeseeeseseees The Final Sacrifice.........cceeesecceceees Heb. 10: 8-14. 
Friday, March 9 .......-.esecseeceseoeeces A Sympathetic High Priest.........-.++--- Heb. 2: 14-18 
Saturday, March 10 .......-.ses eer eeceeees Sharing His Sufferings........--.-+++++-e55 Phil. 3 :/7-12. 
Sunday, March 11.........-+-eeseeeeereces The Faith Which Is Never Forsaken........ Pa 2a ee 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


39. Mount of Olives. A hill overlooking Jerusa- 
lem. The Gardeh of Gethsemane was at or near 
the foot of the mount. 

42. This cup. The cup is a symbol of the suf- 
fering he was about to endure. 

47. A multitude. Composed of Roman soldiers, 
the Temple watch, chief priests, leaders, servants of 
the high priests, and a rabble. 

54. High priest’s house. The home of Caiaphas. 
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BETWEEN THE LESSONS 


The lesson last Sunday, ‘‘Jesus Teaching in the 
Temple,’’ belongs to the Tuesday of Passion Week. 
It is very easy to remember the days of the last 
week in our Lord’s life. On Saturday he was in 
the home at Bethany; on Sunday the triumphal 
entry took place, and the next day, Monday, he en- 
tered into Jerusalem and cleansed the Temple, re- 
turning in the evening to the Bethany home. Each 
evening of the week he left the city. Tuesday was 
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a day of bitter controversy. Jesus spoke his judg- 
ment parables warning the people against the 
scribes and Pharisees, and predicted the destruc- 
tion of the Temple and of Jerusalem. The result 
was that the conspiracy against his life was com- 
pleted, and when Jesus retired from the. city on 
Tuesday night he did not return again until Thurs- 
day evening, the night of the passover. Wednes- 
day was spent in retirement and doubtless in 
prayer. All preparations were made for the ob- 
servance of the passover feast, as the four Gospels 
record. When the disciples entered the upper room 
there was strife among them as to who should be 
the greatest, and Jesus answered their contentions 
by washing their feet, 
thus revealing the truth 
that he who serves best 
is the greatest in the 
Kingdom of God. Then 
followed the passover 
feast which was trans- 
formed into the Lord’s 
Supper, and in that 
quiet upper room. our 
Lord gave to his disci- 
ples the closing mes- 
sages of his life. The 
beautiful words spoken 
in the fourteenth, fif- 
teenth, sixteenth, and 
seventeenth chapters of 
John belong to these 
closing hours. These 
chapters have been 
called ‘‘The Holy of 
Holies,’’ and they be- 
gin, you remember, with 
the familiar words, ‘‘ Let 
not your heart be 
troubled: believe in 
God, believe also in me.’’ 
The story of our lesson 
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trees and sweet-scented flowers. This Garden can 
be traced back to the time of Constantine, but the 
trees could not be the trees of our Lord’s time for 
Titus destroyed all the trees on the Mount of 
Olives when he laid siege to Jerusalem. This Gar- 
den had been a favorite resort of our Lord. Here 
he retired for rest and prayer, and the place was 
known to the disciples, and therefore known to 
Judas. Jesus needed a place of retreat. The first 
verse of the lesson says that he went ‘‘as his cus- 
tom was’’ into the Mount of Olives. Jesus could 
have found God in the streets of Jerusalem as well 
as in the silence of the Mount of Olives. It is pos- 
sible for one to pray and to keep a quiet heart ina 
great city or in a fac- 
tory, but nevertheless 
Jesus made it the habit 
of his life to seek quiet- 
ness in the open air and 
to discover God in the 
temple of nature. All 
great leaders of men 
have found it necessary 
to have a place to re- 
treat. William E. Glad- 
stone had his place of 
retreat in the House of 
Parliament, and Abra- 
ham Lincoln found it 
necessary while carrying 
the burden of state to 
find a place of repair. It 
was in the wilderness 
alone that Moses was 
prepared for his great 
patriotic duty, and in 
the silence of Arabia 
that Paul thought and 
prayed out his gospel. 
One eannot see how the 
business men of our day 
ean carry their heavy 


passage can be read load of civic and indus- 
also in Matt. 26: 30- - ; trial obligation unless 
56; Mark 14: 26-52; Ju Mashaeser, they can rest their souls 
and John 18: 1-12. CHRIST IN GETHSEMANE in some. quiet place 

where the still small 


THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE 
Luke 22: 39 


Tt would be far on in the night, perhaps past 
midnight, when the disciples with their Master 
arose from the table and went out into the silence 
of the night. The paschal moon would be shining 
upon the sleeping city. They passed through the 
streets and out of the gate, down the hill, over the 
brook Kidron, and up the slope of the Mount of 
Olives, into the seclusion of what was known as the 
Garden of Gethsemane. To-day visitors are shown 
what is called the Garden of Gethsemane, encircled 
with a brick wall, and containing a few old olive 
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voice of the Eternal may 
speak to them. These are days when men and women 
are breaking down all around us. Men and 
women are not machines. We live by the breath 
of the Almighty, and.the eternal truth is our 
sustaining portion. Before Jesus was ready to go 
down into the valley and up to Calvary to ac- 
complish his supreme sacrifice he needed the quiet, 
the prayer, the solitude, and the strength of Olivet. 


THE MASTER’S PRAYER 
Luke 22: 40-44 


The New Testament speaks twice of the habits 
of Jesus. In Luke 4: 16 it is written, ‘‘And he 
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came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: 
and he entered, as his custom was, into the By na. 
gogue on the sabbath day, and stood up to read.’ 
And here we are told that it was his custom to en- 
ter the solitude of the Mount of Olives for prayer. 
He not only prayed himself; he commanded his 
disciples to pray. It was the crisis of his life. He 
said to his disciples, ‘¢Pray that ye enter not into 
temptation.’’ Their failure to pray will be 
pointed out later when it is discovered that they 
failed in their faithfulness to their Lord. Jesus, 
however, needed to pray for himself. It is very 
interesting to follow the suggestions of the lesson. 
In the first place, Jesus went off by himself. Even 
though he did take three of his disciples into the 
deeper solitude of the Garden, he at last left them 
and went alone. The truest prayer is that which 
we utter when we are alone with God. In the 
darkness of the Garden he knelt down and prayed. 
The Jews usually stood in prayer, but it is inter- 
esting to remember that the attitude of Jesus in 
prayer was that of kneeling. His prayer was short 
but very simple, and he prayed, we are told in the 
other Gospels, the same prayer in the same words 
more than once. ‘‘Father, if thou be willing, re- 
move this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, 
but thine, be done.’’ The true prayer must carry 
this spirit of a surrendered heart. True prayer is 
not trying to compel God to do our will, but it is 
the surrender of our will to his will. If we will 
pray thus we will understand why many prayers 
are not answered. God’s will is best; his will is 
the supreme and eternal good. When his will is 
done everything that we need is done for us, and so 
the highest and best of all prayers is that con- 
tained in this prayer and in The Lord’s Prayer, 
‘«Thy will be done.’’ We discover also that prayer 
is not an easy task. We read that Jesus ‘‘ being in 
an agony... prayed more earnestly; and his sweat 
became as it were great drops of blood falling 
down upon the ground.’? Prayer is hard work. 
Perhaps this is why we pray so little. Prayer is 
not expressing sweet sentiment, but is a struggle 
which is carried on in our soul until we find our- 
selves willing to permit God to have his way with 
us, until we are able to say ‘‘Not my will, but 
thine, be done.’’? Jesus was facing the cross. 
There seemed to be no other way than that he 
should suffer and die on Calvary. Although Jesus 
was willing to do God’s will, and do it always, his 
prayer revealed the fact that he was trying to dis- 
cover in the presence of God some other way. In 
the end he found peace and victory in trusting God, 
his Father, even though it led to the cross. 


THE MASTER’S VICTORY 
Luke 22: 45, 46 
Jesus had come to the most lonely period of his 
life. He had left the eight on the edge of the Gar- 
den, and had taken with him three of his most in- 
timate disciples, and when they were too heavy of 
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heart and weary to stand by him he went on alone 
into the shadows of Gethsemane. There alone with 
God he fought his battle and won his victory. So 
severe was the struggle that an angel from heaven 
came to strengthen him. Loneliness has many 
forms. The most lonely place in the world is a big 
city; we can feel a sense of loneliness in a crowd 
that we may never feel in a wilderness. Loneli- 
ness belongs to the spirit, and Jesus knew what 
it was to experience loneliness. He was lonely in 
the path that he followed; he was lonely in his 
great purpose and sacrifice ; he was lonely in his 
character, for there was no one who shared his 
purity of heart and his holiness of life. When he 
returned from his prayer in the Garden he found 
the disciples asleep. He did not blame them, for 
he knew they were sleeping for sorrow. He awoke 
them, however, for he knew that the hour had come, 
and that danger was nigh, and he was also fearing 
that their failure to watch had made them insecure 
in the hour of temptation. ‘‘Why sleep ye?’’ he 
said. ‘‘Rise and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation.’’ They were in a position to warn 
him against the approach of danger, but instead 
of that it was he who had to awaken and warn 
them, for from his position in the Garden he could 
see the approach of the multitude with their torches 
gleaming in the night, and knew that the end was 
not far off. Jesus, however, had fought his battle, 
and won the victory over the silent forces of evil, 
and from this time we will see him walking 
serenely in the midst of his enemies, and going 
forward to his death without murmur or complaint. 
He had committed the keeping of his soul to God, 
and in his Father’s keeping he was secure. 


THE ARREST OF JESUS 
Luke 22: 47, 48 


The lesson tell us that a multitude led by Judas, 
‘fone of the twelve,’’? came forward to arrest 
Jesus. This multitude would be composed of vari- 
ous people. Luke tells us of the presence of the 
Temple watch and the chief priests and elders. 
V. 52. John tells us that there was a detachment 
of Roman soldiers and also servants of the high 
priest, John 18: 3, 10, and the fact that Matthew 
and Mark mention that some in the multitude car- 
ried staves suggests that the usual rabble attended 
the soldiers and priests. Judas had sold his Lord 
for thirty pieces of silver, and, knowing where he 
was likely to find him, had led the soldiers to his 
place of retreat in the Garden of Gethsemane. He 
assumed the relationship of friendship to Jesus, — 
and discovered Jesus to his enemies by kissing him. 
Jesus resented the hypocrisy of Judas and said to 
him, ‘‘ Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with 
a kiss?’’ In the East students kiss their teachers, 
and perhaps this custom prevailed between Jesus 
and his disciples. The tears of sorrow that marred 
his face were not so hard to bear as this kiss of the 
traitor. Jesus would remember the psalm: 
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‘<Por it was not an enemy that reproached me; 

Then I could have borne it: 

Neither was it he that hated me that did magnify 
himself against me; 

Then I would have hid myself from him: 

But it was thou, a man mine equal, 

My companion, and my familiar friend. 

We took sweet counsel together ; 

We walked in the house of God with the 
throng.’’ 


The disciples regained their courage for a mo- 
ment, and Peter, drawing a sword, struck off the 
right ear of the servant of the high priest. Jesus, 
however, refused to offer opposition to those who 
came out to arrest him, and after healing the 
servant’s ear surrendered himself to the soldiers. 
‘¢And Jesus said unto the chief priests, and cap- 
tains of the temple, and elders, that were come 
against him, Are ye come out, as against a robber, 
with swords and staves? When I was daily with 
you in the temple, ye stretched not forth your 
hands against me: but this is your hour, and the 
power of darkness.’’ It is well for us to remem- 
ber that Jesus gave himself up to arrest and to 
death. His life was not taken from him. He gave 
it up of himself. He had ‘‘power to lay it down, 
and... power to take it again.’’ He was master 
of himself unto the very last. He was giving his 
life ‘‘a ransom for many’’ and he was doing it 
willingly and voluntarily. This was why Paul was 
able to say of Jesus in after years, ‘‘ Who loved 
me, and gave himself up for me.’’ 


THE DISCIPLES’ FLIGHT 
Luke 22: 54 


Jesus offered no resistance and he was seized, 
led away, and taken first of all to the high priest’s 
house. He was subjected to three religious trials 
and three civil trials. He was taken before the 
high priest, Caiaphas, and then before Annas, and 
then to the home of Caiaphas, where he was tried 
_ before the sanhedrin. He was turned over to 
_ Pilate, for the Jews had no power of life or death 
over their own people. Pilate sent him to Herod, 
and from Herod he returned again to Pilate where 
he was sentenced to be crucified. It was early 
morning and the dawn was just appearing in the 
east when Jesus was led into Jerusalem. Fear 
smote the hearts of his disciples, and they all for- 
sook him and fled. Even Peter who had a few 
hours since declared he would go with Jesus to 
prison and to death, followed him afar off. Later 
courage came to the heart of John and we find him 
present at the trial and also present at the cross. 
The disciples had slept through the hours of the 
agony in the Garden, and when the temptation 
came they were unprepared and consequently fell. 
Our lesson does not introduce us to Peter’s more 
tragic downfall, but his denial of his Lord is a 
familiar and sad story. It was only after the 
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resurrection of Jesus that Peter was again restored 
to fellowship and became loyal unto the last. 
There is an old story to the effect that when Peter 
himself faced martyrdom in Rome fear smote his 
heart and again he fled in the hour of danger. In 
his flight beyond the city he met with the risen 
Lord, to whom Peter put the question, ‘‘ Lord, 
whither goest thou?’’ His Lord answered, ‘‘To 
Rome to be crucified again for you,’’ and Peter, 
gaining courage from his Lord’s rebuke, returned 
and gave his life in unfailing loyalty for the gos- 
pel. The story is not true, of course, but it re- 
flects the teaching of the gospel that we, too, must 
go where Jesus goes, and carry our cross as he 
earried his. 


‘“Must Jesus bear the cross alone, 
And all the world go free? 

No, there’s a cross for everyone, 

And there’s a cross for me.’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Locate in our Lord’s life the events of this 
lesson. 

2. Why did Jesus go to the Garden of Gethse- 
mane? 

3. How does the prayer of faith triumph over 
temptation ? 

4. Why did the disciples fall asleep in the Gar- 
den? 

5. What victory did Jesus gain in the Garden 
of Gethsemane? 

6. Why did the disciples all forsake Jesus? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 14. How did Jesus Christ live on earth? 

A. Jesus Christ lived on earth a truly human 
life, with its joys and sorrows, being tempted as we 
are yet without sin, always doing the will of God, 
and so setting us a perfect example. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


. Where was the Garden of Gethsemane? 
. What prayer did Jesus offer there? 
. How was his prayer answered ?. 

4. What was the reason of the disciples’ failure 
to stand with Jesus? 

5. What led Judas to betray his Lord? 

6. What was the difference between the sin of 
Judas and that of Peter? 


1 
2 
3 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 12. What special act of providence did God 
exercise towards men, in the estate wherein he was 
created? : 

A. When God had created man, he entered into a 
eovenant of life with him, upon condition of per- 
fect obedience; forbidding him to eat of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, upon pain of 
death. 


Lesson XI March 18, 1923 


JESUS CRUCIFIED 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—‘“He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our in- 
inquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed.”—Isa. 53: 5. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Luke 23: 33-46. 
For entire lesson, see Luke, ch. 23 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION AUTHORIZED VERSION 


33 And when they came unto the place which is 33 And when they were come to the place, which 
called The skull, there they crucified him, and the is called Cal’va-ry, there they crucified him, and 
malefactors, one on the right hand and the other the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the 
on the left. other on the left. 

34 And Jesus said, Father, forgive them; for 34. { Then said Je’sus, Father, forgive them; 
they know not what they do. And parting his gar- for they know not what they do. And they parted 
ments among them, they cast lots. his raiment, and casts lots. : 

35 And the people stood beholding. And the 35 And the people stood beholding. And the 
rulers also scoffed at him, saying, He saved others; rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved 
let him save himself, if this is the Christ of God, others; let him save himself, if he be Christ the 
Heemenecen chosen of God. 

36 And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to 4; ee Smee ae ae him, coming to 
him, offering him vinegar, : : dee ae 

37 And saying, If thou art the King of ihe 37 And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, 


save thyself. 
Jews, save thyself. 38 And a superscription also was written over 


38 And there was also a superseription over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, 


him, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

29 And one of the malefactors that were hanged 39 ¢ And one of the malefactors which were 
railed on him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, 
save thyself and us. save thyself and us. 


40 But the other answered, and rebuking him 40 But the other answering rebuked him, say- 
said, Dost thou not even fear God, seeing thou art ing, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in 


in the same condemnation? the same condemnation? 

41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due 41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the 
reward of our deeds: but this man hath done due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done 
nothing amiss. | nothing amiss. — : 

42 And he said, Jesus, remember me when thou 42, And he said unto Je’sus, Lord, remember me 


when thou comest into thy kingdom. 

_ 43 And Je’sus said unto him, Verily I say unto 

thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. 
44, And it was about the sixth hour, and there 

was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth 


comest in thy kingdom. 

43 And he said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, 
To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise. 

44 And it was now about the sixth hour, and a 
darkness came over the whole land until the ninth 


hour. 
hour, a : 45 And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the 
45 The sun’s light failing: and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. 
temple was rent in the midst. 46 § And when Je’sus had eried with a loud 


46 And Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend 
Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the 


having said this, he gave up the ghost. ghost. 
The Time—Friday, A.p. 30. The Place—Calvary. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 
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DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


33. The skull. Latin, ‘‘Calvary’’; Aramaie, 
‘‘Golgotha.’’ The place is believed to have re- 
sembled a human skull. 

34. Cast lots. They gambled for his garments, 
which fell to the executioners. See John 19: 23, 24. 

36. Vinegar. Sour wine given in kindness by the 
soldiers. 

38. Superscription. A Roman custom. Some- 
times both the crime and the name of the criminal 
were thus made public. 

39. Malefactors. Matthew calls them ‘‘ robbers.’’ 
Probably friends of Barabbas. See Matt. 27: 38. 

43. Paradise. A Persian word for ‘‘ garden’’; 
the place of the blessed dead. 


BETWEEN THE LESSONS 


The arrest of Jesus which was the theme of our 
last lesson took place before dawn on Friday 
morning. He was immediately led to the palace of 
the high priest, who was in the secret of the arrest 
and was prepared for his coming. He was taken 
first to Annas. Five of Annas’ sons had succeeded 
him in the office of high priest, and the reigning 
high priest of that time was his son-in-law Caiaphas. 
From Annas he was taken to Caiaphas, and mean- 
while the Jewish council gathered, and in the early 
dawn sat in judgment upon Jesus in the house of 
Caiaphas. It was not legal for the council to meet 
at night, but nevertheless they went forward and 
condemned Jesus to death. The Jews, however, 
were not permitted to put anyone to death, and 
when they had passed judgment upon Jesus they 
turned him over to Pilate, the Roman governor, for 
condemnation. Pilate was unwilling to condemn 
Jesus, and tried again and again to release him. 
He sent him to Herod in order to get rid of the 
responsibility, but Herod sent him back. He of- 
fered to release Jesus, since it was the custom to 
release one prisoner at passover time, but the crowd 
clamored for the release of Barabbas, who was a 
murderer. When Pilate saw that he could prevail 
nothing, he condemned Jesus to be crucified and 
delivered him into the hands of his enemies. The 
story of the crucifixion should be read in all four 
Gospels. Matt., ch. 27; Mark, ch. 15; Luke, ch. 
23; John, ch. 19. The Jews immediately led him 
out of the city to the place called ‘‘Calvary.’’ 
‘“Were,’’ says Dr. Stalker, ‘‘two eternities meet. 
The streams of ancient history converge here, and 
here the river of modern history takes its rise. 
The eyes of patriarchs and prophets strained for- 
ward to Calvary, and now the eyes of all genera- 
tions and of all races look back to it. This is the 
end of all roads.’’ : 

CALVARY 


Luke 23: 33 


The march to Calvary began in the morning. A 
great multitude, on account of the passover, had 
crowded into Jerusalem, and Jesus was the center 


Jesus Crucified 


41 


March 18, 1923 


of curious interest. The activity of the priests 
had silenced the people and the great multitude 
which had proclaimed Jesus to be King now fol- 
lowed him to the cross. The cross was laid upon 
Jesus, according to the custom, and the march to 
Calvary was begun. We remember that Jesus had 
had no rest during the previous night, that he had 
been scourged by the Roman soldiers, and crowned 
with thorns, and we do not wonder that on his 
way to Calvary he sank exhausted beneath the 
cross. Simon of Cyrene was seized upon by the 
soldiers, and compelled to bear the cross for Jesus. 
On the way to his death Jewish women followed 
him weeping, but Jesus bade them weep for them- 
selves and for their children because of what was 
being done, and what would later happen. The 
place called Calvary was situated outside the city 
walls, but near the city. Death by crucifixion was 
a common punishment, but it was the most cruel 
and shameful of all punishments. Cicero said, 
‘Let it never come near the body of a Roman 
citizen; nay, not even near his thoughts or eyes or 
ears.’’ It was a punishment reserved for slaves 
and revolutionaries, and the shame of it, as well 
as the pain occasioned by it, made it an object of 
agony and horror. Sometimes the victim lingered 
for days, suffering constantly from thirst and 
physical pain. Jesus, however, lived only until 
three o’clock in the afternoon, much to the sur- 
prise of those who were familiar with death by 
crucifixion. We must, however, not think of the 
suffering of Jesus as merely physical. It was 
sorrow of heart he had to bear as well as physical 
pain. He died for the sin of the world. He took 
upon himself the guilt of humanity, and gave 
himself for the life of the world. A great writer 
has said, ‘‘The cross was planted on Golgotha a 
dry, dead tree; but lo! it has blossomed like 
Aaron’s rod; it has struck its roots deep down 
into the heart of the world, and sent its branches 
upwards, until to-day it fills the earth, and the 
nations rest beneath its shadow and eat of its 
pleasant fruits.’’ 


‘¢ There is a green hill far away, 
Without a city wall, 
Where the dear Lord was crucified, 
Who died to save us all. 


‘¢ We may not know, we cannot tell, 
What pains he had to bear; 
But we believe it was forus — 
He hung and suffered there.’’ 


THE WORDS FROM THE CROSS 
Luke 23: 34 


It was customary to give to those who were 
crucified something to ease their pain and to stupefy 
them. This wine mingled with myrrh was offered 
to Jesus, but when he tasted it he would not drink 
it. He wished to face death and pain with his 
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mind clear. We are glad that he did so, for even 
upon the cross he spoke words which have brought 
comfort and help and peace to thousands. We speak 
often of the ‘‘Seven Words from the Cross.’’ The 
verses of our lesson give us three of these words, 
the first, second, and last, but it is possible to 
gather up these seven words from the other Gospels. 
‘he first word which Jesus spoke was, ‘lather, 
forgive them; for they know not what they do.’’ 
Luke 23:34. His first 
word was a prayer of 
trust in God, and at the 
same time a prayer of 


forgiveness for those 
who so cruelly treated 
him. He had _ often 


spoken of the duty of 
forgiveness and now on 
the cross he gave the 
crowning example of it. 
The second word from 
the cross was spoken to 
the penitent thief, 
‘To-day shalt thou be 
with me in Paradise.’’ 
Luke 23: 48, Even upon 
the cross he was still the 
Saviour of men. ‘The 
third word was spoken 
to those who loved him 
best. To his mother he 
said, ‘‘ Woman, behold, 
thy son!’’ To John he 
said, ‘‘ Behold, thy 
mother!’’ John 19: 26, 
27. In the hour of death 
his thought was still for 
those who loved hin. 
Between the third and 
fourth words there was 
a long interval. Jesus 
was silent from the sixth 
to the ninth hour. The 
fourth word was a word 
of mystery. ‘‘My God, 
my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?’’ Mark 
15:34. The fifth word 
referred to his own suf- 
feting,. “L' thirstal* 
John 19: 28. The sixth 
word was a single word 
in the Greek, ‘‘It is finished,’’ John 19:50, and 
referred not merely to the end of his suffering, but 
to the fulfillment of his work in the world. He 
had finished the work God had given him to do. 
The seventh and last word from the cross was 
‘‘Pather, into thy hands I commend my spirit.’’ 
Luke 23: 46. It is interesting to note that the first 
and last words of Jesus upon the cross were words 
of prayer and words of unfailing trust in his 
heavenly Father. 
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THE GROUPS AROUND THE CROSS 
Luke 23: 35-37 


The crucifixion was the greatest, and yet the most 
terrible, scene ever witnessed in the world. Even 
to-day people go to Oberammergau in Europe to 
see it set forth as in a picture. The lesson tells us 
that there were many people looking upon the cross 
of Christ upon that first Good Friday. First of 
all there were the com- 
mon people. The action 
of the priests had si- 
lenced them, and for the 
time being they were fol- 
lowing along, an un- 
thinking crowd, careless 
of the suffering of One 
who had given his life 
for them. Then we are 
told of the rulers and 
the leaders of the people. 
At last they had gained 
their wish, and had ac- 
comphshed the death of 
Jesus. They passed be- 
fore the cross in tri- 
umph, and scoffed at 
him, saying, ‘* He saved 
others; let him save 
himself, if this is the 
Christ.<6 food es 
chosen.’’ Even the sol- 
diers, according to Luke, 
mocked him, and said, 
‘(Tf thou art the King 
of the Jews, save thy- 
self.’? They could not 
understand how One who 
had in his keeping all 
power, who had _ been 
able to work miracles, to 
make even the wind and 
the waves obey him, 
would permit himself so 
to be put to death. The 
only conelusion they 
came to was that Jesus 
was powerless to prevent 
what was happening to 
him, and that after all 
he was only an ordi- 
nary man. They did not 
know that it was because he saved others he could 
not save himself. The other Gospels tell us that 
back on the outskirts of the crowd there stood an- 
other group of those who had altogether a different 
feeling. There stood his mother, and Mary Magda- 
lene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, 
and Salome, the mother of James and John. John 
was also present. At the foot of the cross were 
soldiers, the executioners, who cast lots for the 
garments of our Lord, Thus we see that around 
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the cross of Christ were those who had no concern 
for him, those who bitterly opposed him, and. those 
who loved him deeply. If we think of it, these 
three groups still gather around the cross. There 
are still those who think it is no concern of theirs, 
and those to whom the cross of Christ is foolish- 
ness, and those who see in it their hope and their 
salvation. 


‘¢TIn the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. ’’ 


THE KING OF THE JEWS 
Luke 23: 38 


It was customary to place over the cross, some- 
times around the neck of the man who was being 
crucified, his name and the crime of which he was 
guilty. Dr. Stalker in his book, ‘‘The Trial and 
Death of Jesus,’’ says: ‘‘In ‘The Life of Gilmour 
of Mongolia’ there is a description of an execu- 
tion which he witnessed in China; and in the cart 
which conveyed the condemned man to the scene 
of death a board was exhibited describing his mis- 
deeds. The custom was a Roman one; and, be- 
sides, there was generally an official who walked 
in front of the procession of death and proclaimed 
the crimes of the condemned. No mention, how- 
ever, of such a functionary appears in the Gospels; 
nor does the inscription appear to have been visible 
to all until it was affixed to the cross. It was 
fastened to the top of the upright beam; and Pilate 
made use of this opportunity to pay the Jews for 
the annoyance they had caused him. 
parted from them in anger, for they had humiliated 
him; but he sent after them that which should be 
a drop of bitterness in their cup of triumph. When 
they were still at his judgment seat, his last blow 
in his encounter with them had been to pretend to 
be convinced that Jesus really was their King. 
This insult he now prolonged by wording the in- 
scription thus: ‘This is Jesus the King of the 
Jews.’ It was as much as to say, ‘This is what 
becomes of a Jewish king; this is what the Ro- 
}mans do with him; the king of this nation is a 
slave, a crucified criminal; and, if such be the 
king, what must the nation be whose king he is?’ 
So enraged were the Jews that they sent a deputa- 
tion to the governor to entreat him to alter the 
words. No doubt he was delighted to see them; 
for their coming proved how thoroughly his sar- 
casm had gone home. He only laughed at their 
petition and, assuming the grand air of authority 
which became no man so well as a Roman, dis- 
missed them with the words, ‘What I have written 
I have written.’ ’’ The title was written in Hebrew 
and Greek and Latin so that all who were present 
jat the passover might read. Hebrew was the lan- 
guage of the Jews, the language of religion, 
Latin, the language of Rome, the language of law, 
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and Greek, the common language of the East, the 
language of culture and beauty. The title was 
placed there in scorn, yet Jesus in deed and in truth 
is King over every department of life. 


THE PENITENT THIEF 
Luke 23: 39-43 


Perhaps it was accidental that Jesus was cruci- 
fied between two thieves; we are not able to tell. 
Whether it was accidental or not, certainly it gave 
occasion to one of the most interesting events con- 
nected with the crucifixion of our Lord. It would 
appear from the Gospels of Matthew and Mark that 
both of these robbers who were crucified with Christ 
joined with those who scoffed at him and railed on 
him, saying, ‘‘Art not thou the Christ?’’ Matthew 
tells us that ‘‘the robbers also that were cruci- 
fied with him east upon him the same reproach.’’ 
Mark says, ‘‘And they that were crucified with 
him reproached him.’’ It is only Luke who tells 
the story of the penitent thief. He tells us that 
one of the malefactors railed on him, saying, ‘‘ Art 
not thou the Christ? save thyself and us.’’ The 
other, however, rebuked him and said: ‘‘ Dost thou 
not even fear God, seeing thou art in the same con- 
demnation? And we indeed justly; for we re- 
ceive the due reward of our deeds: but this man 
hath done nothing amiss.’’ Turning to Jesus whose 
conduct and words upon the cross had captured his 
heart, he said, ‘‘ Jesus, remember me when thou 
comest in thy kingdom.’’ Jesus answered, ‘‘ Verily 
I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise.’’ Even upon the cross Jesus was still 
helping and serving and saving. We do not know 
what history was behind the penitent thief. Cer- 
tainly he did not excuse himself. He knew that 
his life had been evil and that the cross was the 
‘‘due reward of his deeds.’’ 


THE DEATH ON THE CROSS 
Luke 23: 44-46 


Silence and darkness for three whole hours fol- 
lowed the salvation of the penitent thief. Dark- 
ness was over the whole land. The sun’s light 
failed and the veil in the Temple which separated 
the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place was rent 
in the midst, and then Jesus ‘‘erying with a loud 
voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit: and having said this, he gave up the ghost.”’ 
As a little child gives himself into the arms of 
his mother, so Jesus laid down his life upon the 
cross, and gave it into the hands of his heavenly 
Father. It was what he came into life to do, and 
was the pledge of God’s love for us. ‘‘For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.’’ The artist Doré 
has painted a picture of Jesus carrying his cross 
to Calvary. In it we see Jesus going on before, 
carrying his cross, and behind him his disciples and 
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. Why were two thieves crucified with Jesus? 


the few friends, and behind them again a larger 
. What words did Jesus speak on the cross? 


group of followers, until finally a great multitude 


fills the canvas, and a crowd that no man can 
number follows after him. The artist was trying to 
show that, after all, Jesus, through his cross, has 
conquered the world. Multitudes out of every age, 
and out of every nation, have taken their place 
beside him, and under the banner of the cross have 
gone forth to conquer the world. 


‘“Onward, Christian soldiers, 
' Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 

Going on before: 
Christ the royal Master 
Leads against the foe; 
Forward into battle, 
See, his banners go. 
Onward, Christian soldiers, 
Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
Going on before. 


‘‘At the sign of triumph 
Satan’s host doth flee ; 
On then, Christian soldiers, 
On to victory: 
Hell’s foundations quiver 
At the shout of praise; 
Brothers, lift your voices, 
Loud your anthems raise. 
‘‘Like a mighty army 
Moves the Church of God; 
Brothers, we are treading 
Where the saints have trod; 
We are not divided, 
All one body we, 
One in hope and doctrine, 
One in charity.’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1, What do the words ‘‘Calvary’’ and ‘‘Gol- 
gotha’’? mean? From what languages do they come? ' 
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. Why was Jesus crucified? 
. What does it mean when we say that Jesus 
died for us? 


2 

3 

4, What led the dying thief to trust Jesus? 
: . 

6 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 15. How did Jesus Christ die? 

A. Jesus Christ died on the cross, the just for 
the unjust, that he might reconcile us to God and 
save us from sin. 

Q. 16. When did Jesus Christ rise from the dead ? 

A. Jesus Christ rose from the dead the third day 
after his burial and, after forty days, ascended 
into heaven. 

Q. 17. How will Jesus Christ come again? 

A. Jesus Christ will come again with power and 
great glory, and will judge us all according to our 
works. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1, Give in order the events of Good Friday. 

2, What seven words did Jesus speak on the 
cross? 

3. What groups of people were around the cross? 

4, What message has the cross of Christ for us? 

5. Why did the penitent thief believe in Jesus? 

6. What did the superscription on the cross 
mean? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 13. Did our first parents continue in the estate 
wherein they were created? . 

A. Our first parents, being left to the freedom of 
their own will, fell from the estate wherein they 
were created, by sinning against God. 

Q. 14. What is sin? 

A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or trans- 
gression of, the law of God. _ 
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THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Faithful is the saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 


Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”—I Tim. 1:15. 
Devotional Reading, Rev. 7: 9-17 
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The lessons for the past six months have been 
‘taken from the Gospel of Luke. The lessons for 
the past quarter have been taken from the latter 
half of that Gospel. They belong to the last year 
in the life of our Lord. Luke has been called ‘‘the 
‘most beautiful book in the world’’ and it has 
‘been called this partly because of the style in which 
‘it is written, but chiefly because it presents Jesus 
‘to us as the Saviour and Friend of all classes and 
conditions in life. Wherever we meet him he is 
seeking to help and to serve, and even upon the 
cross we find him reaching out his hand to the peni- 
tent thief. There have been eleven lessons in the 
quarter, and it will refresh our memories if we 
review them briefly, and try to master the leading 
thought which each lesson presents. They are a 
‘series of eleven stories about Jesus. 

Tue First Story: ‘‘Jesus Healing on the Sab- 
bath.’’ The Jews were opposed to the performance 
of any kind of work upon their Sabbath. Jesus did 
not agree with them. He believed that to do good 
at any time and at any place was according to the 
will of God, and so one Sabbath Day when he was 
teaching in the synagogue and beheld a woman 
_ bowed down by disease, his sympathy was aroused 

and, calling the woman to him, he told her she was 
‘healed. Immediately she stood up straight, and 
glorified God. It is interesting to think that the 
‘first thing she saw when she lifted her face from 
the ground was the face of Jesus. 

THE Seconp Story: ‘‘Jesus Teaching Humil- 
ity.’’ The second story told in the lessons of the 
_ quarter shows the way the lawyers and Pharisees 
“scrambled for the chief places at feasts. It is 
told in the form of a parable, and yet it must have 
been suggested by what had actually taken place. 
The gospel of Jesus is opposed to all self-seeking, 
and all place-seeking. He believed in humility, and 
in the love which expresses itself in modesty. He 
‘said, ‘‘Every one that exalteth himself shall be 
humbled; and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted.’’ It was another way of saying the same 
thing that he said in one of the Beatitudes. 
| “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
| earth.’’ 

| TuE Turrp Story: ‘‘The Prodigal Son.’’ Jesus 
/ came into the world ‘‘to seek and to save that 
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which was lost.’’ In the fifteenth chapter of 
Luke he tells three wonderful stories about the 
lost. The first story is about the shepherd and the 
lost sheep, the second story is about the woman and 
the lost piece of money, and the third, the greatest 
story of all, is about a father and his lost son. The 
son left the father’s house, went into the far 
country, and then when famine and hunger came 
to him he returned in rags to his father’s home 
and found a welcome awaiting him. Jesus meant 
to teach us that our heavenly Father is just as 
eager to welcome all his sinning, repentant children. 
He suffers more than we do when we turn our 
backs upon him and wander off into the far 
country of sin. Said a friend to a father whose 
boy had been doing badly, ‘‘And how is John?”’ 
‘¢ Worse and worse,’’ said the father with a tremor 
in his voice. ‘‘If he were my boy,’’ said the man, 
‘¢T would east him off.’’ ‘‘Yes,’’ said the father, 
‘<if he were your boy I would cast him off, but 
you see he is my boy.’’ The love of God is broader 
than that; it is as wide as eternity, and as deep 
as the last need of life. 

THe FourtH Srory: ‘‘The Rich Man and 
Lazarus.’’ God changes the judgments of man. 
On the earth people thought highly of the rich 
man and despised the poor man, but in the other 
world, when all the accidental things of life fell 
away and only the true character of the two men 
was left, the poor man was blessed and the rich 
man was condemned. .The rich man was not con- 
demned, however, because he was rich, and the poor 
man was not praised because he was poor. The 
rich man was condemned because he cared only for 
himself. He thought of himself, lived for himself, 
and spent his wealth on himself, and was careless 
and indifferent toward the need that was at his 
very door. Jesus taught us in this parable to judge 
life not by what we have but by what we are, and 
to test life not by what we possess but by the use 
we make of what we have. 

THE Firru Srory: ‘‘The Grace of Gratitude.’’ 
On the border between Judea and Samaria Jesus 
met with ten lepers. Their common misery had 
brought them together. Among the lepers was a 
Samaritan. If they had been in perfect health 
they would never have mingled in one group. but 


Lesson XII 


Photogtaph by the International Film Company. Used by permission 


Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour 


March 25, 1923 


THE CITY OF JERUSALEM 


since they were outcasts and unclean they found 
comfort in one another’s company. They sought Je- 
sus’ help and he gave them a common answer to 
their prayer. He bade them go and show themselves 
to the priests who would give them a certificate of 
health. On the way to the priests they discovered 
they were healed and one, a Samaritan, immediately 
returned to where Jesus was, fell down at his feet, 
and poured out his heart in thanksgiving to him. 
Jesus expressed surprise that only one out of ten 
should show gratitude, and that he should be a 


Samaritan. Gratitude is called in our lesson a 
‘‘orace.’’?’ We are thankless because we are 
thoughtless. The Golden Text of the lesson sug- 


gests that praise is one of the things that 1s most 
acceptable to God. 

THe SixtH Story: ‘‘The Spirit of Prayer.’’ 
Jesus said a great deal during his life about prayer. 
Prayer was the key to the secret of his life. Jesus 
told the story of a widow who had been subject 
to an injustice and who had appealed to a judge 
for relief. The judge was unwilling to help her, 
but because she kept at him constantly, he granted 
her request, in order to get rid of her, and saw that 
justice was done her, Jesus uses this to point the 
way to prayer. If the widow could get her request 
from an unjust and careless judge, how much more 
will God, our heavenly Father, grant us our re- 
quests. God is not like the unjust judge. He is 
inlike him and, therefore, we should be encouraged 
to pray and not to faint. 

THE SEVENTH Story: ‘‘Jesus and Zaccheus.’’ 
The story of Zaccheus brings us to Jericho, twenty 
miles from Jerusalem. Jesus was going up to 
Jerusalem, and he was going up for the last time. 
He was on his way to the cross. A great multitude 
had joined itself to him and his disciples, and all 
together they made the journey to the holy city. It 

as a great throng that followed him into Jericho, 
and there Jesus and Zaccheus came face to face. 
Zaecheus was a publican. He was very rich, and was 
head of the taxgatherers who had their headquarters 
at Jericho, The story is very interesting. It reveals 
Jesus’ insight and sympathy, He found Zaccheus 
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in a tree looking on curiously. He went to his home 
with him, and there won him to a new life, to a life 
of faith, and a life of exceptional benevolence, 
The Golden Text interprets the mind of our Lord: 
‘¢The Son of man came to seek and to save that 
which was lost.’’ 

THe EicHTH Story: ‘‘The Parable of the 
Pounds.’’ This lesson has the same background 
as the preceding lesson. It was probably spoken 
from the house of Zaccheus. It was spoken to both 
friends and foes. The gospel of the grace of God 
is a trust which is given to each one who will re- 
ceive and for which each one is responsible. Jesus 
explained this in a parable. A nobleman in going 
away gave to ten servants each one pound and they 
were commanded to trade with it until his return. 
One gained ten pounds, another, five pounds, and 
one hid his pound in a napkin. It is in this way 
that we, too, treat the treasure of the gospel. Some 
trade with it, make use of it in the service of others 
most enthusiastically. Others use it in a common- 
place way, and others entirely neglect it. Jesus 
teaches us that the reward of service is in accord 
with our fidelity. 

Tue NintH Story: ‘‘Jesus Teaching in the 
Temple.’’ On leaving Jericho Jesus made his way 
to Jerusalem. On Saturday he came to the home 
in Bethany; on Sunday the triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem took place; on Monday he cleansed the 
Temple, and on Tuesday he entered into Jerusalem 
again and spent a busy day in conflict with the 
priests and in teaching the people. He was chal- 
lenged by the leaders of the Jews as to his author- 
ity. He was spied upon by the priests. A trap 
was laid to catch him in his speech. He was asked 
a political question, ‘‘Is it lawful for us to give 
tribute unto Cesar, or not?’’ Had he answered it 
by either ‘‘Yes,’’ or ‘‘No,’’ he would have laid 
himself open to misunderstanding. Had he said 
‘<Yes,’’? he would have offended the Jews. Had 
he said ‘‘No,’’ he would have proved himself a 
traitor to the Roman power. He said, ‘‘ Render 
unto Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, and unto 
God the things that are God’s,’’ 


Lesson XII 


THE TENTH AND ELEVENTH STORIES: ‘‘ Jesus in 
Gethsemane,’’ and ‘‘ Jesus Crucified.’’ These two 
lessons belong to the closing scenes in the life of 
our Lord. Wednesday Jesus spent in retirement. 
On Thursday he and his disciples met in the upper 
room and ate the passover. Late in the night he 
went with them into the Garden of Gethsemane, 
where in prayer he submitted himself entirely to 
the will of God. There he was arrested by the 
Roman soldiers led by Judas. Before it was dawn 
he was led before the high priest, and in the early 
morning he was sentenced to death by Pilate. He 
came to give ‘‘himself a ransom for all,’’ and his 
death upon the cross was not an accident but was 
the result of love. He laid down his life for his 
friends. In the Church of St. Mark’s, Venice, be- 
side a figure of Christ, there are these words: 


““'Who he was, 
And for what purpose: 
And at what price: he redeemed thee: 
And why he did this for thee: 
And gave thee all things— 
Consider! ’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. From what Gospel have our lessons been 
taken? 

2. Why did Jesus heal on the Sabbath Day? 

3. What led the Prodigal Son to return to his 
home? 

4, Why did Zaccheus give his heart to Jesus? 

5. What prayer did Jesus offer in Gethsemane? 

6. Why do we use the cross as a symbol of the 
gospel? 

FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. What quality in Jesus’ life does the Gospel 
of Luke emphasize? 

2. Why was the rich man punished and Lazarus 
rewarded ? 

3. What story in our lessons teaches us gratitude? 

4, Give examples where Jesus manifested courage. 

5. What examples of prayer are given in the 
lessons of the quarter? 

6. Why is the title of the review, ‘‘Jesus the 
World’s Saviour’’? 


LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


The story of the Great Stone Face is familiar 
to all young people. In a New England valley lay 
a little village and overlooking the village there 
was a mountain, from which projected a shoulder 
of rock, that, at certain times in the day, when 


) the sun fell upon it, resembled a majestic human 


face. There was a tradition in the village to the 
effect that some day a great man would come forth 
resembling in feature the Great Stone Face. The 
man would be the helper and healer of the people. 
Years passed, and the great man failed to come. 
Once a renowned soldier arrived and he was pro- 
claimed as the prophet, but he quickly disappointed 

the people, Again a statesman came, and then an 


Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour 
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orator, but each failed to fulfill their expectations. 
At last a lad who had gazed long and lovingly at 
the Face, waiting for the coming of the Great One, 
grew into fine manhood, full of good deeds and 
kindly ways, and when life was over for him, it was 
discovered that he himself bore the image of the 
long-desired. The story has, of course, a deeper 
meaning. It may mean something like this: There 
have always been drawn in the world the features 
of the Great One who was to come into the world 
to heal and to help and to save. We can see the 
outline of his face in all the literatures and re- 
ligions of the world. Best of all, however, we can 
see him in the Bible. In the Old Testament again 
and again we behold the features of his face. He 
is spoken of as ‘‘ Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’’ He 
is called ‘‘Immanuel,’’ which means, ‘‘God with 
us.’’ He is said to be ‘‘a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief.’’ He is to be ‘‘the shade 
of the great rock in a weary land.’’ Through 
many centuries people watched and waited for One 
who would resemble the face that was seen on the 
pages of the Old Testament. Prophets and priests, 
kings and princes came and went, and the people 
said, ‘‘ This is he,’’ but again and again they were 
disappointed. 

At last one came whom they did not own or ree- 
ognize. It is written of him, ‘‘He came unto his 
own, and they that were his own received him not.’’ 
He grew up among them as a child, a lad, a young 
man, and at last a man, full-grown. He had looked 
long and lovingly at the face in the Scriptures, and 
then, after his life of service and sacrifice, he died 
upon the cross, and in three days arose again. Then 
it was that people knew that he, the Great Saviour, 
had come. It was Jesus who fulfilled all the hopes, 
and dreams of all the ages. 

In the lessons which follow, we return to the 
study of the Old Testament. We are to follow the 
lives of some of the great men and women of He- 
brew history. We will find them striving to be- 
come like the Great Face revealed to them by the 
Spirit of God. When we study about Abraham, 
Joseph, Moses, Samuel, Saul, David, Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, Nehemiah, Ruth, and Esther, we will discover 
men and women who sought to know God, but who, 
in spite of service and suffering, failed of the 
great ideal. They looked forward to the coming 
of the Great One. What they failed to see fully, 
we in Jesus, behold face to face. 

There is only one way in which we can become 
like Jesus. It is by looking long and lovingly into 
his face. It is by holding communion with him 
until we are changed into his likeness. If these 
lessons which we have concluded and those which 
we are about to begin do not reveal to us the face 
of Jesus we miss everything. If they do reveal his 
face, then we, too, ‘‘with unveiled face beholding 
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are trans- 
formed into the same image from glory to glory, 
even as from the Lord the Spirit,’’ 


ORDERS OF SERVICE FOR FIRST QUARTER, 1923’ 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 1 


Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’? No. 196. ‘‘What a Friend 
We Have in Jesus.’’ (Piano Unannounced. ) 


Doors CLOSED. 

Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’? No. 196. (Announced. ) 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER. 


DooRS ,OPENED. 


Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 156. 
Art Standing.’’ 


‘‘O Jesus, Thou 


MISSIONARY STORY SERMON. / 


THE GREAT CoMMISSION. (All uniting.) 

‘Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I commanded you: and lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world.’’— 
Matt. 28: 19, 20. 


MISSIONARY PRAYER. 


Hymn.—‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 64. 
Christ I Glory.’’ 


‘‘In the Cross of 


SCRIPTURE LESSON. 
REPORTS AND OFFERING. 
THE LESSON PERIOD. 


ORCHESTRA OR PrIANO.—‘‘Alleluia,’’?’ No. 170. 
‘<True-Hearted, Whole-Hearted, Faithful, and 
Loyal.’’ 


Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 170. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


THE MEANING OF THE GOLDEN TEXT.—Pastor or 
Superintendent. 


CLosing Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 297. 
with You Till We Meet Again.’’ 


“‘God Be 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 2 


OPENING SENTENCES. 


Supt.— God be merciful unto us, and bless us, 
And cause his face to shine upon us. 
School.— That thy way may be known upon earth, 
Thy salvation among all nations. 
Supt— Let the peoples praise thee, O God; 
Let all the peoples praise thee. 
School. Oh let the nations be glad and sing for 
Oy; 
For ache wilt judge the peoples with 
equity, 
And govern the nations upon earth. 
Supt— Let the peoples praise thee, O God; 


Let all the peoples praise thee. 
Teachers.—The earth hath yielded its increase: 
God, even our own God, will bless us. 
God will bless us; 
And all the ends of the earth shall fear 

him. 


Alt._— 


HymMn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 182. 
Gilds the Skies.’’ 


‘‘When Morning © 
DooRS CLOSED. 
PSALM 23. 
PRAYER. 


Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No, 237. 
Temptation. ’’ 


“*Yield Not to 


Doors OPENED. 


Pastor’s THREE MINUTE ADpRESS.—‘ ‘What Our 
Church’ Is Doing.’’ (A brief account of the 
work of some of the Boards of the Church.) 


MISSIONARY HyMN.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’? No. 245. ‘‘We 


Have Heard the Joyful Sound.’’ 
CHOIR OR SOLO. 
ScRIPTURE LESSON. 
OFFERING AND REPORTS. 
THE LESSON PERIOD. 
Prano.—‘‘ Onward, Christian Soldiers. ’’ 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REMARKS. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 234. ‘‘Stand Up, Stand 
Up for Jesus.’’ . 


THE LoRD’S PRAYER. 


BENEDICTION. BENEDICTION. : 


~ 1 Bxtra copies of these Orders of Service, on heayy paper, may be ordered of the publishers at 50 cents a hundred, i 


48 


Special Features to Claim Your Attention 


The Westminster Departmental Graded Lessons 


(Graded by Age Groups) 
Biblical in Basis Periodical in Publication Evangelical in Character 


These lessons have the virtues of the graded system, in that the lessons are se- 
lected and written to meet the needs of each grade, and therefore meet the needs of the 
- growing child. They also have some of the advantages of uniformity, in that the lessons 
are used by all the pupils of the same department. Thus these lessons combine the 
sound principles of grading with the practical advantages of limited uniformity. 

SIMPLICITY OF OPERATION has won many satisfied users. 


The Westminster Text-Books of Religious Education 


These text-books have been produced for the purpose of enabling churches to unify 
their educational work by the use of a correlated course of study. They contain mate- 
rial for Sunday-school classes, for week-day church school classes, and for Christian En- 
deavor Societies, or similar expressional organizations. Unless there is some such bind- 
ing of week-day religious instruction to the regular educational program of the indi- 
vidual church, we shall lose a large part of the benefit to be derived from the week-day 
church school movement. 

These courses of study are not tied up to any weekly time schedule, so that churches 
may begin the use of them at any time. The lessons are carefully graded so as to fit the 
religious needs of pupils of the ages for which they are intended. 


Daily Vacation Bible School 


Tmportant reasons for having a Daily Vacation Bible School are -o utilize idle time 
of children for moral and religious training; to promote patriotism; to develop devotional 
life; to create a love for the Bible by clse acquaintance with it; to create a missionary 
interest. 

The possibilities in Daily Vacation Bible Schools outrun the comparative small cost 
of a school. 


Presbyterian Teacher Training 


Three Courses 


Thoroughly Furnished 


This is the Westminster Standard Teacher Training Course, covering a period of 
three years. The lessons for the first and second years are published in four parts each. 
The third year is a year of specialization study for the various departments. | Detailed in- 
formation can be obtained from the Educational Staff, 423 Witherspoon Building, Phila- 
delphia. 

The New Elementary Course 


Teaching the Teacher 
This is a certificate course and is recommended by the Educational Staff for those 
schools that are not ready to undertake the work of the Standard Course. It is written 
in delightful simplicity of style. The sentences are short and the questions illuminating. 
The Old Elementary Course 


Preparation for Teaching 


This book is recognized as a first teacher training course. Those completing the 
course are entitled to the joint Denominational and Interdenominational Certificate. 


Circulars and information upon request 


THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION AND SABBATH SCHOOL WORK 
(THE WESTMINSTER PRESS) 
PHILADELPHIA AND DEPOSITORIES 


Memorials In Church Supplies 


HE Westminster 

Services are _ fur- 
nished in Nickel-Silver 
and Aluminum, design 
as illustrated, affording 
approved sanitary at- 

tractive services. 


Nickel Silver 
Quadruple Plated 


Non-collecting 
(Interlocking) 


Tray with 40 Crystal 


Glasses .....$22:50 
Govet sot. $14.00 
Base: eecaaee $11.00 


Add 5 per cent Revenue 
Tax to price of Silver- 
ware. 


Register Boards 


RECORD 
ATTENDANCE 


No, 100 


Size 21 x 36 inches, 
%-inch thick 


No. 100 A 
ight 7Oak’ sesso es eee $7.00 
No. 100 D 
DarksOak oc cs aieeenc: $7.00 
Numerals and slides in- 
cluded. 


Delivery extra 


The Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath School Work 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICES 


Showing Three Trays 
Stacked with 
Cover and Base 


Collection Plates 


Quartered Oak, Walnut or Mahogany 
Finish Plates 
Plain Rim 


10 inches, $4.50 12 inches, $5.50 
Depressed Carved Rim 
10 inches, $6.00 12 inches, $6.50 
Raised Carved Rim 
10 inches, $7.00 12 inches, $7.50 


Plain Oak, Imitation Walnut, Cherry or 
Mahogany Plates 
Plain Rim 
10 inches, $4.00 12 inches, $4.50 
Delivery Prepaid 


A complete service, 
large enough to serve 
your entire congrega- 
tion, will be sent pre- 
paid on trial for use at 
your next communion. 


Aluminum 
Special 
Non-collecting 
Tray with 40 Crystal 
Glasses! aoa $7.00 

‘Cover or Base, 
$2.50 

Aluminum Cups, 
doz. 


Delivery charges, and 
Engraving, extra on 
Communion ware. 


Hymn Boards 


No. 6 


Size 31% x 19% inches, 
%,-inch thick 


No. 6 A 
Dight-Oake oo. se aie $25.00 
No. 6 D 
Dark’. Of it oes $25.00 
No. 6 W 
Walnut si. aoe nee $32.50 
Numerals and slides in- 
cluded. 


Delivery extra °° 


(The Westminster Press) 
Philadelphia and Depositories 


